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Tue burning of the steamship Egypt at sea, July 17, was due 
to the cotton that constituted a part of her cargo. When first 
discovered the fire was eating its way through the hatches, and 
had soon made such progress as to defy the efforts of the crew 
to subdue it. There was a quantity of lard in the cargo, and this 
added fierceness to the flames, at the same time that in melting 
itspread them to all parts of the ship. The officers and crew 
were finally driven to the boats, and later were picked up and 
carried to Dover by the steamship Manhattan. ‘The vessel and 
cargo, including 400 head of cattle, were a total loss. The cot- 
ton was stowed directly over the boilers, but how it caught fire 
is not indicated in the reports. It will, no doubt, be charged 
up to spontaneous combustion without opportunity for denial. 
It is quite as likely, however, that the fire is attributable to reck- 
less baling, stgwing or handling as to spontaneous combustion. 





A CIRCULAR sent out from Boston announces that several of 
the New England mutuals have formed a syndicate for writing 
mercantile risks. Any building occupied as stores on the first 
floor is considered as a mercantile risk, and the mutuals agree 
to write them for three years at tariff rates, with the condition 
that when dividends are in order not more than thirty per cent 
of the premium paid shall be returned to the owner. The fol- 
lowing named companies are named as constituting the syndi- 
cate: Holyoke Mutual, Quincy Mutual, Cambridge Mutual, 
Middlesex Mutual, Dorchester Mutual, Abington Mutual, 
Traders and Mechanics, Merrimack Mutual, Worcester Mutual, 
Merchants and Farmers Mutual, and Fitchburg Mutual. This 
scheme is put forth, no doubt, in retaliation for the efforts being 
made by certain stock companies to divert manufacturing risks 
from the mutuals, and on the principle that it’s a poor rule that 
won't work both ways. 





THE merchants’ movement in San Francisco to supply the 
pressing needs of the fire department seems to have fizzled out. 
A meeting of citizens was called, to which the fire commission- 
ers and the chief of the department explained that the city had 
greatly outgrown its means of fire protection ; that it was pecu- 
liarly liable to disastrous fires because of its combustible con- 
struction, and represented that at least $100,000 was required to 
put the department on an equality with other cities of equal 
population and wealth. At the citizens’ meeting the presidents 
of the various exchanges in the city were requested to appoint 
ten prominent citizens and taxpayers from their respective 
bodies to form a committee to devise ways and means for rais- 
ing the sum named, The committee thus appointed met with 
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but a lukewarm reception from their fellow citizens, and now 
the presidents of the exchanges who appointed them have 
united in a card saying that they wash their hands of the whole 
business. It appears that the city has not the power to appro- 
priate the money required, so the merchants were asked to ad- 
vance it, and trust to the legislature to pass a law providing for 
refunding it to them. The merchants evidently have not much 
confidence in the legislature, and decline risking their money 
on such a long chance of having it paid back. San Franciscans 
have given too many evidences of their local pride and public 
spirit to permit their refusal in this instance to impeach either, 
but it is unfortunate that the conditions are such that they can- 
not accept them. The city is wofully deficient in the means 
for fire protection, and fire underwriters must not be blamed if 
they recognize this fact, and charge accordingly for insurance 
upon property in that city. 





ACCIDENT assurance has become as much of a necessity to 
the average business man as is life assurance. While the inven- 
tive faculty of man is constantly at work devising means for 
adding to the comfort and convenience of living, the results of 
such labors have tended to multiply the perils to life and limb, 
and to greatly increase the number of accidents. The slaughter 
that results from railroad or steamboat disasters, by storms and 
floods, are startling from their suddenness, and from the havoc 
wrought in a few moments; but the number of persons killed 
or maimed by such disasters is small compared to the killing 
and maiming that is going on constantly around us, attracting little 
or no attention beyond a five orsix line record in the daily 
journals. Falls, falling objects, injuries by street vehicles, 
drowning, elevator accidents, explosions of steam boilers or gun 
powder, accidental shooting, murder by electric wires, etc., are 
among the numerous causes of death or injury that are ever 
present among us and to which every person is liable. To pro- 
vide indemnity for calamities of this kind, accident companies 
have been formed, and not a day passes that they do not pay 
out thousands of dollars on account of accidental deaths or 
injuries. The cost of assurance against accidents is very 
reasonable, $15 to $20 a year securing a policy that contracts 
to pay $5000 in case of the death of the assured by accident, or 
$25 a week if he is injured during the period of his disability. 
Many persons who have been wise enough to assure their lives 
for the benefit of their families, are apt to think that they have 
thus performed their whole duty as regards assurance, but they 
overlook the fact that life assurance does not carry with it in- 
demnity for disability. An accident which incapacitates the 
bread winner of a family from earning his regular salary, often 
inflicts great suffering upon his dependents; there is nothing com- 
ing in, while expenses are increased because of his disability, and 
additional care and anxiety are thrown upon the other members 
of the family. For all thisthere is no compensation under a 
life assurance policy. But the accident companies here step in 
and, for the small premium exacted, pay to the sufferer a stipu- 
lated sum per week. This indemnity may be large or small, 
according as he has paid premiums, but it is a certain, sure in- 
come for the support of the family or to provide necessaries for 
the sufferer. In case of death resulting from accident, an 
additional sum is added to that received upon his life assurance 
policies. Of course, persons carrying life assurance are equally 
liable to accidents as those who are not assured, Having a 
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curiosity to know what proportion of death claims paid by the 
life companies arose from deaths by accident, we recently 
addressed a circular letter to the various companies making the 
inquiry. We have received replies from forty-seven companies, 
and below we give the figures of their reports. As some com- 
panies did not wish publicity given to their individual experience, 
we refrain from printing the names of any of them. Seven com- 
panies reported no deaths from accidental causes. 
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WE print in another column a communication from an under- 
writer who has a large amount of “surplus lines” to place, 
complaining of the policy forms sent out by some of the 
mutuals. It seems that those named by him have adopted the 
New York standard form of policy, but have added thereto 
certain clauses which make the charters and by-laws of the 
companies a part of the policy contract, As these precious 
documents are not available to the propertyowner or the under- 
writer placing the risk, neither can know whether the property 
supposed to be covered is insured or not. In some of the 
States the law provides that every condition affecting the insur- 
ance shall be plainly printed on the policy, so that the property- 
owner shall have an exact copy of the contract he has entered 
into, but where unavailable charters and changeable by-laws are 
made part of the contract there is altogether too much in- 
definiteness about it. In one or two policies referred to by 
our correspondent it is set forth, in small type, that the insured 
is liable in certain contingencies to be assessed for five times 
the amount of his premium. This notwithstanding the fact that 
he pays the full rate charged by the stock companies, where 
there is no liability to assessments. Reputable agents and 
brokers will not knowingly load up their clients with policies of 
this kind, and those mutual companies that are seeking “ sur- 
plus lines” will do well to eliminate these undefined elements 
from their policies. We are unable to print the charters and 
by-laws of the companies referred to by our correspondent, 
never having seen copies of them. 





THe INSURANCE YEAR Book for 1890, being the eighteenth 
annual issue—published by THE SPECTATOR Company—is now 
ready for delivery. In our judgment it is the handsomest and 
most complete volume of the series. The greatest care has 
been exercised in its compilation, new features have been added 
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and various improvements made in the arrangement and classi- 
fication of matter that enhance its value. The volume, although 
containing much more matter, is substantially the same size as 
that of last year. The “ List of Prominent Agents ” and “ Fire 
Protection and Water Supply,” occupying about 3co pages, are set 
in smaller new type, purchased expressly for the work, than here- 
tofore, whereby about one-third is saved in space, the pages so 
saved being devoted to elaborating the different departments of 
the book. The chief statistical tables, those showing in com- 
parative form for a series of years the transactions of the fire, 
life, accident and miscellaneous. companies, have been care- 
fully compiled from official reports, and in them the financial 
and business history of each company may be read for the years 
given. An elaborate series of tables, entitled “ Life Insurance 
Ratios,” embracing forty-six tables, shows the business trans- 
acted and standing of all the life assurance companies in the 
country under about all the tests that can be applied to them. 
The valuable tables by Benjamin F. Brown, entitled “ Definitive 
Analysis of Life Insurance Returns,” covering comparative 
exhibits for seven years, are continued in this volume. The 
author has made some additions to them which increase their 
importance. There are numerous other tables relating to life 
assurance that are invaluable. Fire underwriters will be glad to 
know that the “Fire Departments and Water Supply” reports 
from all sections of the country have been increased by the ad- 
dition of 400 new places, and the reports from those places pre- 
viously included in the book have been corrected to date. 
Special efforts were made by us to secure definitg information 
regarding the water supply of each place, and this information 
will be found more complete than ever. In every feature of 
THE YEAR BooK some improvement will be noted, and the 
utmost care has been taken to secure accuracy. No other pub- 
lication extant gives such an amount of information regarding 
the insurance business as is to be found between the covers of 
Tue YEAR Book. It is, indeed, a unique publication, and has 
not inappropriately been called “the Underwriters’ Bible.” 








SPECTATOR SURVEYS. 


THE semi-annual meeting of the Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance 
Company was held a few days since at Milwaukee. There was a large attend- 
ance of officers, agents and members, the usual routine of business incident to 
such gatherings was attended to, and the reports of the various officers were 
received. They say that the assets of the company on July I were 
$39,681,034. The receipts for the first half year amounted to $4,633,368. 
Nearly $29,000,000 of insurance was received during the first six months of 
this year, being an increase of about $5,000,000 over the corresponding period 


The company has now 92,314 policies in force, representing in 


of last year. 
This exhibit 


the aggregate insurance to the amount of $222,896,738. 
abundantly testifies to the progressive policy of the management, to the indus- 
try and activity of the agents, and places the company in the front rank of 
large assurance corporations. During their stay in the city, the agents had a 
reunion which was most enjoyable and instructive alike to the participants and 
managers of the company. 

* * * » 


WE frequently hear of policies floating around among brokers of ques- 
tionable reputation of the Woodstock Fire Insurance Company of Anniston, 
Ala. Having no official record of such a company, we recently sent a com- 
munication to the Auditor of the State, asking for such information as he 
might have regarding it. He replied that he had no official knowledge of the 
existence of such an organization, but referred us to the probate judge of 
Calhoun county, where, under the laws of the State, such a company might 
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have filed its papers and received authority to do business. Addressing the 
probate judge, we have received an answer from him saying that there is no 
such organization on record in his office. It can be safely assumed therefore 
that there is no such company and that the policies purporting to be issued for 
it are of the wildest character of wild cat, of no value whatever. No respect- 
able broker will handle them, and if propertyowners choose to deal with 
prokers of the other variety, they are not entitled to much sympathy if they 
happen to be victimized by bogus corporations. 


* * * * 


Tue semi-annual statement issued by John C. Paige of Boston, resident 
manager of the City of London Fire Insurance Company, furnishes another 
illustration of the energy that characterizes the business of Mr. Paige’s 
agency. The gross assets of the United States branch of the company now 
amount to $707,420. ‘The business of the first six months of the year shows 
an excess of income over expenses and losses of $20,691. Mr. Paige remitted 
to the London office $15,110, and charged off $15,750 for shrinkage in value 
of United States bonds since the first of the year. Notwithstanding these 
items, the surplus fund was increased by the addition of $13,659. The com- 
pany certainly ought to be satisfied with the condition of its American business. 


* * * * 


Now that the principles of insurance are being so generally applied, it is 
almost impossible to say what is not insured, We have companies for insur- 
ing against fire, life assurance companies, accident, plate glass, live stock, 
fidelity, automatic sprinkler, etc., insurance companies, while there exists at 
least one corporation that insures insurance. We are sure, however, that the 
field is not exhausted, and that there are ambitious underwriters lying around 
loose ready to take advantage of a ‘‘ soft snap,” and to reduce to actual prac- 
tice any valuable suggestion that may be made insurance wise. We have one 
—‘out of the fullness of the heart the mouth speaketh ”’—we have not copy- 
righted or patented the idea, nor will we make any charge for it. We pro- 
pose a servant girl insurance company; an organization that will, for a regular 
annual premium, supply housekeepers with faithful servants and guarantee 
their ability, integrity and fidelity. The company to supply all kinds of house 
servants and furnish them ‘‘ char-ac-ters,” and forfeit, say $100, if the servant 
so furnished is not capable, honest, respectful and industrious, and double 
that amount if she does not remain in her place at least one year. What a 
boon such a company would be to the average housekeeper! What happi- 
ness in the household where the cook is a permanency and the ‘‘ second girl” 
under bonds to do her work in an orderly manner,” and not ‘* sass the 
missis.” Any company that will undertake this business can scoop in 
premiums without limit, and at the same time confer a blessing upon hu- 
manity. The final solution of the ever burning servant girl question is em- 
balmed in this suggestion. Who will work it out ina practical manner? We 
submitted the idea to Mr. Clapp of the Fidelity and Casualty Company, but 
he said he was so busy that he could not consider it unless we furnished him 
with graphical charts and diagrams to illustrate it. We have not time to 
make these, but lay a fortune at the feet of the man who will take advan- 
tage of the suggestion. 


* * * * 


THE fire in the Western Union building has again called attention to the 
dangers of imperfectly insulating inside wires. That many fires have origin- 
ated from this cause is well known to fire underwriters, Edward S, Baker, 
writing on the subject, says that these faults of insulation may be readily obvi- 
ated, That wires should be run in ducts or conduits is conceded by Thomas 
A. Edison, Professor Eiuhu Thomson and all the prominent electrical authori- 
ties. This method solves all difficulties electrically, as well as many others 
met by architects and builders in construction. This is evidenced by the fact 
that nearly all the new buildings now under construction contain ducts wherein 
wires are drawn, accessible at all times, freed from any danger of mechanical 
injury, and thoroughly fire-proof. The leading architects of the country are 
now insisting that these raceways be placed in buildings erected under their 
supervision, The Boston municipal authorities have appointed a commission 
to frame some ordinance that will doubtless contain a requirement that wires 
shall be run in a manner similar to that above stated. 


* * * * 


We have received from the author,-John M. Keating, M. D., a copy of his 
work, entitled ; ‘‘ How to Examine for Life Insurance.” It is a handsomely 
Printed work of 212 pages, of which the author's text occupies sixty-six pages, 
the remainder being taken up with the special instructions issued to their 
medical examiners by twenty-four life assurance companies, While the com- 
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panies dépend upon medical examinations to the extent that they now do, 
works of this character are necessary for every examiner. The works by Drs. 
J. Adams Allen and C, F. Stillman, both published by THE SPECTATOR 
Company, have become standard publications for medical libraries, and the 
work by Dr. Keating is a fitting accompaniment to them. It contains infor- 
mation of a special character that doctors are not expected to require in their 
ordinary practice. The compilation of instructions issued by the medical di- 
rectors of the several life companies are as curious as they are valuable, as 
indicating how different members of a profession differ in their views upon 
various points. While we cannot speak of Dr. Keating’s work from a profes- 
sional standpoint, a hasty glance at its contents conveys the impression that he 
has bestowed great care and thought upon it, and has embraced within it all 
the essential points necessary to be observed in the examination of applicants 
for life assurance. 
* * a * 


CONSIDERABLE comment has been made upon the fact that the wood-work- 
ing factory of C. A. Blessing, Philadelphia, was destroyed by fire notwith- 
standing the sprinkler equipment with which it was provided. The report of 
inspector William McDevett shows that the sprinklers opened promptly and 
sent a flood of water over the different floors, so that when the firemen went 
into the building they found the floors flooded. They even opened from the 
radiation of heat on the floor below where the fire originated, and continued 
to discharge water till the roof fell in. The failure of the sprinklers to extin- 
guish the fire was due to the inflammable character of the material in the 
factory, and to the fact that the stock was piled up so that the tubs on top of 
the piles acted as umbrellas to shut the water off from the bottom of the piles 
where the fire was getting in its work, The spread of the fire from the woud- 
working factory to the main building resulted from the carelessness of the 
occupants, who had left every fire door in the division walls open, and also 
left the elevator openings unguarded, Under the circumstances the sprinklers 
are not chargeable with any portion of this loss, but if it is true that the owner 
showed the carelessness and recklessness indicated, a sprinkler plant is of no 
value on his premises, and it ought to be a difficult matter for him to get in- 
surance in the future. 

* * *- * 


WE are informed that George B. Delamater, an agent in New York city, is 
organizing a new fire insurance company, to be located in Jersey City, and to 
be called the Hudson Fire and Marine Insurance Company. It is stated that 
he has secured an old charter, issued in New Jersey, and that he proposes to 
commence business on the mutual plan, and gradually convert it into a stock 
company, if possible. Mr, Delamater will be remembered as one of the 
originators of the Manhattan Mutual, which has encountered so many vicissi- 
tudes, and was recently reported by the examiners of the insurance depart- 
ment as insolvent. Proceedings for winding up the Manhattan Mutual are 
now pending. We give the information for what it is worth. 


* * * * 


THE new secretary of the Mississippi Home of Vicksburg, John Goldsmith, 
has, according to Southern reports, outlined a more conservative policy for 
his company, and discontinued writing in any State in which the company is 
not regularly entered. 

* * * * 


THE Farmers and Merchants of Albany and the Northwest F. and M. of 
Portland, Ore., are being given a wide berth by licensed brokers, some of 
whom have claims pending against the companies since the latter part of last 
year. 

* * * * 

THE insurance club scheme, outlined in last week’s SPECTATOR, is very en- 
thusiastically entertained by some, and if the right party could be induced to 
undertake the work of organization, it is thought the project would soon be a 
reality. 

* * a * 

Ifon. RoBERt MAXWELL, superintendent of insurance of New York, and 

Bruce Carr, auditor of Indiana, were in New York last week. 


aa * * * 


Tue Firemens of New York has reinsured all of its business outside of the 
Boston agency, in the Home of New York, and the Boston agency business 
in the Mechanics and Traders of New Orleans. President Halstead retires 
from the insurance business with the retirement of his company. Secretary 
Oakley has not yet determined upon his plans for the future, but it is believed 
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that he will be loath to leave the business of fire insurance, with which he 
has been identified for a quarter of a century, and it is probable that a suit- 
able position will soon be offered him. 
+ * * * 


THE Caledonian of Edinburgh, having made a deposit of $300,000 at Al- 
bany, is expected to receive its license for New York State very shortly. Man- 
ager Henry W. Browa of Philadelphia has not yet appointed an agent for the 
metropolitan district, but is reported to have gone pretty thoroughly over the 
field, and sifted it so well that but three or four remain out of which to make 
a choice. The appointment is looked for daily. 

* * * * 


On the first of August the Niagara will have enjoyed forty years of contin- 
uous existence, it having been established in 1850. It has been phenomenally 
successful, notwithstanding its heavy losses in the Portland, Chicago and Bose 
ton conflagrations, by which it lost nearly $700,000, Its prompt payment of 
these losses and those minor ones incidentally incurred in its business, has 
given the Niagara a standing that may well be envied by its competitors, 
Now, after paying losses for forty years, it finds itself with assets equal to 
$2,500,000, with a field force embracing about 2000 agents, representing it in 
nearly every State and Territory in the country, At home its reputation for 
liberal dealing with policyholders has made it a favorite company among in- 
surers, as is indicated by the fact that its premium receipts from New York 
State and city business ‘are larger than those of companies having a larger 
capital and assets. Peter Notman, president of the Niagara, has been con- 
nected with the company in various capacities for over thirty years, during 
which time he has enjoyed an experience that makes him one of the best in- 
formed underwriters in New York and one very much looked up to by his as- 
IIe is a prominent member of the various organizations of under- 
writers, where his advice and counsel have much weight. Mr. Notman is 
ably supported by an experienced staff of underwriters as follows: Thos. F. 
Goodrich, vice-president ; George C. Howe, secretary ; Chas. H. Post, as- 
sistant secretary ; West Pollock, secretary city department. President Not- 
man has issued a circular to agents announcing the fortieth anniversary, point- 
ing out the salient points in the history of the company and requesting them, 
in honor of the event, to send to the office as an anniversary present, one or 
It is proposed that these shall be represented upon 


sociates. 


more choice new risks. 
daily reports printed on differently colored paper from those generally used, 
and they-will be preserved as a special souvenir file in the archives of the com- 


pany. 








CORRESPONDENCE. 


TENNESSEE. 

The Annual Meeting of the Kentucky and Tennessee League—The Useful- 
ness of this Organization—Lack of Harmony Between the League and 
Other Underwriters’ Organizations— The Union Commission Does Not 
Appreciate the Situation,and Throws Obstacles in the Way of the League 
—Annual Address of James A. Thomas, President of the League. 


[From OuR OWN CORRESPONDENT. ] 


I send you herewith the address of James A. Thomas, president of the Ken- 
tucky and Tennessee League, which was delivered at its annual meeting held 
on the 23d inst. Mr. Thomas carefully reviews the work attempted by the 
League, and succinctly and briefly refers to many obstacles that were thrown 
in the way of this organization in the past few years. Should the league dis- 
band, the good work in Kentucky and Tennessee would receive a severe blow. 
A local agent, to be a success to the company he represents, must be in perfect 
harmony with the special agent. In Kentucky and Tennessee the local agents 
have looked to the league and appealed to them whenever discipline was nec- 
essary. The roundabout way of sending communications to the union or its 
commission, has always resulted disastrously in this field. The great trouble 
at Nashville, Tenn., was caused by the inopportune and ridiculous action of 
the commission. The same trouble existed in Evansville and the same com- 
mission acted in the same manner. At numerous other points in Kentucky 
and Tennessee, where the league could have been effective, obstacles were 
placed in the way by the coinmission. 

It seems that the interest of the league and the interest of the commissicn 
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are not identical, as no harmony has ever existed between the two organiza. 
tions, Why this is, or why it should be, it is hard to understand. Certainly 
the league has never desired to do anything that has not been for the best 
interest of the companies that the commission represents. The downfall of 
the league will mean demoralization in this field, and such demoralization can 
never be remedied by Local Commission No. I. 

One instance of the want of intelligence on the part of the commission is the 
fact that they added fifteen per cent to the rates in Nashville, Tenn., on ac. 
count of inefficient water supply and ineffective fire department. This increase 
in rate was also added to the cotton mills, which were never reached bya 
water supply from the city or the fire department. Their attention was called 
to this gross inconsistency, but they declined to remedy it, and what was the 
result? Simply this: The cotton mills then paid one per cent to 1.30, They 
dectined to renew their insurance at a greater rate than seventy-five cents, as 
offered by the mutuals. The fact of the unwarranted increase of rate made 
the owners of the mills investigate, and the very companies that wanted an 
advance of fifteen per cent on a 1.20 rate wrote the risk at seventy-five cents, 
and to-day, I think, it is written at fifty cents. 

Numerous instances similar to the above could be cited to show the utter 
want of capability on the part of the commission, and yet the union permits 
the league to go to pieces, thereby sustaining gross incompetency on the part 
of some managers. WAKEFUL, 

LOUISVILLE, July 26. 

ADDRESS OF PRESIDENT THOMAS, 

GENTLEMEN OF THE KENTUCKY AND TENNESSEE LEAGUE—It is my duty 
to advise you of the work done by your organization during the past year and 
its present situation, as well as the difficulties thrown in our way, though our 
labors were not extensive, we have no occasion, considering the circumstances, 
to be ashamed of what has been acc»mplished. 

At our annual meeting last September, we had thirty-eight members. There 
have been twelve additions during the year, one death, and two members— 
E. A. Lindsey and J. W. Beilstein—resigned, leaving forty-seven as our pres. 
ent membership. We have sent, on application, committees to the following 
points in Kentucky, viz.: Lebanon, Owensboro and Henderson, and to Dyers. 
burg and Columbia, Tenn. Our secretary, by correspondence, arranged mat- 
ters with boards at Richmond, Fulton, Williamston, Mayfield, Augusta, Cadiz, 
Athens, Savannah and Clarksville, saving the companies trouble about rates 
at those points. 

The league also arranged to their mutual satisfaction the trouble between 
the Chattanooga board and the Mutual Fire of New York, and for the third 
time put that Board on its feet and helped to reorganize it. We had mapped 
out considerable work, which would have been done had it not been for the 
affair at Princeton, Ky., of which I shall speak hereafter. This has been 
done at a trifling expense, an assessment of $5 to the company having been 
levied. 

The expense of committees that visited the places named was borne by the 
individual companies represented by the specials, but even this was light. 
Nearly all the companies in this fie'd have co-operated with us, and it isa 
pleasure to speak of the support given us by non-union companies in all of our 
undertakings and of their loyalty to their pledges. 

We had, of course, to contend against that class of companies whose man- 
agers write that ‘* they control their own business,” and who got the benefit of 
others’ work through a contemptible system of dead-beatism, their non-mem- 
bership enabling them also to shade rates when shady agents asked them to do 
so, and them to do so, and of going against us and with their agents when 
they thought a little cheap capital could be made by such a course. 

The bond of good fellowship and good faith among our members is such 
that in their various visits to agents they have exercised an influence of great 
good upon them, and stopped many an incipient row ; and the charge I have 
heard made against them of being a class of men who go around the country 
reducing rates in order to get business, could not, in my opinion, be sustained 
by proof against a single member of this body. ; 

The boards in many of our larger places date their existence from the Chi- 
cago fire, and a few antedate it; and they have continued uninterruptedly 
through the voluntary action of the members who have sense enough to know 
that the absence of rates brings great trouble and no corresponding good. 
Such boards need only a little assistance with an erring brother occasionally to 
keep matters in shape. In my opinion, such boards, in these two States, will 
be maintained should tariff organizations go to pieces, and they be at liberty 
to dissolve. 

Our organization is unique in one respect. We have no authority delegated 
to it by the companies, and our success depends upon such influence as wecan 
bring to bear upon the local agents and a properly applied pressure from 4 
few companies. Some of the companies have been passive, and a few openly 
against us; but the large majority have responded promptly to our appeals for 
assistance. Whilst it may not be proper in us to review the motives of mem- 
bers charged with a higher degree of authority than ourselves, but with the 
same duty, that of making money for their companies in refusing to aid us, 
we can but take notice of the fact that those persons who have enjoyed power 
and control in any direction for a long time, dislike to give it up and to see 
the growth of a body that would even divide these ; and we can also see a 
danger of such persons considering in time this authority as their right an 
prerogative and as a part of their office equipment and of using it as such. 

In the early part of the year, because of several fraudulent and large hres at 
Princeton, Ky., we determined to put that town on a paying basis and to stop 
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these fires. We felt confident that we could do so, because of a similar work 
done by us at Jac kson, Murfreesboro and Chattanooga, Tenn., where we have 
secured water-works or increase of fire service. We asked the consent of all 
the companies doing business in this place, and received favorable responses 
from all but three ; and these three were managed in Cincinnati. About this 
time one or two companies previously consenting withdrew from the arrange- 
ment, and we understood that a bulletin had been issued asking such action. 
We were then forced to abandon the undertaking and our design to take up 
other places when through with Princeton ; and yet the same parties who 
thwarted us at Princeton have ordered the three-quarter clause to be inserted 
at Hopkinsville, proposing to stop fraudulent fires there by sucha step. If 
they should succeed in doing so, I would suggest that they afterwards try the 
cficacy of this clause upon cyclones, tornadoes and grasshoppers. ; 

In common with all the members, I regret the want of co-operation be- 
tween this league and the delegated representatives of the union in this sec- 
tion, Working together, no field could be better served or placed in better 
condition. As special agents, we owe much to that little syndicate whose first 
declaration was that no risk should be written at a lower rate than of the pre- 
vious year ; and when the great organization which grew out of this movement 
went farther and practically limited the commission to fifteen per cent, they 
lightened our labors to a great extent. Such an organization wins respect, and 
common sense will dictate that we do all we can to uphold it. 

It is the only organization that has strength enough to hold matters in con- 
trol absolutely in these two States, because they are to a large extent disputed 
territory, controlled by managers living North, South, East and West. While 
1 don’t wish to say anything that will engender feelings, but it is my candid 
opinion that the best results would be reached in allowing the league to 
handle these two States under authority of the union, reporting to a commis- 
sion in Chicago, and with a local representative in Louisville. 

In proof of our desire to carry out union work, the members did all they 
could to enforce the tariff made in these two States by Special Bullock under 
the direction of Commission No. 1. The previous organization existed here, 
the Kentucky and Tennessee Association, which accomplished the greatest 
good, was broken up by this commission refusing to indorse the expenses, 
although the advance in premium in a single town was enough to pay them, 
and they were likely to last only for a short time, the work having been done 
very rapidly. It is t» be hoped that you will lay before the union some other 
matters. The mandatory tariff in third and fourth-class towns is far from 
being strictly observed, and these towns should be rated. A uniform tariff 
on churches, school-houses and town dwellings should be made, recent com- 
petition over these risks at Bardstown and Tracy city, showing that none 
apparently existed. The present ruling on the subject of commission for 
farm dwellings, when written by non-recording agents living in town and 
insuring property there, also needs attention. These places are growing rap- 
idly, and as occasions are constantly occurring for tull agencies in them, it is 
always found that the community enjoys in most every case lower rates than 
the larger cities, where also the agents are not allowed to accept a commission 
exceeding fifteen per cent on dwellings. 

It is easy for the non-recording agent, who gets twenty-five per cent on 
farm dwellings, to slip a town dwelling in occasionally ; at least, it places 
temptation before the manager and before the agent. There are chances for 
mistakes, and I know a manager living outside of our territory, who, by some 
oversight, paid large commissions on country dwellings for a long period to a 
recording agent living in a town of over 25,000 people. 

The companies naturally object to the expense of a special to rate these 
small places, but it is trivial compared to the additional revenue that will be 
derived from them, and the expenditure becomes instead a most profitable 
investment. It is likely the work could be completed inside of six months, 
We can escape by such a step, the break in rates for a good many years; and 
also such a state of demoralization as exists, for instance, in our sister States 
of Ohio. 

These two States are rapidly assuming importance, and can be made to 
yield large receipts in a few years. The figures below will show how they 
are growing : 

RECEIPTS IN 1884. 
Tennessee 
Kentucky 
$2,828,847 


Tennessee 


1,495,02 
Kentucky $1,495,033 


2,040,689 
——-— $3.536,712 


Tennessee 


1,595, 
Kentucky $1,595,307 


2,316,650 


$3.911,057 


It will be seen that the annual receipts increased over $1,020,000 in five 
years. The observance of the whiskey tariff, especially on frame bonded 
warehouses, is becoming very lax in some sections, and it is to be hoped that 
companies will maintain the old tariff on these risks. 

In March, 1890, we suffered a great loss when our friend and co-worker, 
James M. Whitehead, joined the silent majority. He was noted for his 
intelligent and positive character, warm friendship; kis honest and latent 
tenderness, With all of these traits he made himself a valuable member of 
your body and of our profession and of society ; and there was nothing but 
appropriateness in every expression of regret at his death and every encomium 
upon his virtues. 

_ Our secretary has been the most efficient and intelligent of our officers, and 
's entitled to a great share of the credit for all that we have accomplished. 

his meeting is spoken cf as our last ; but it is still in our power to do great 
good, and our organization should be kept intact, even with the restricted 
powers given us, Personal objections to your president on the part of a few 
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has prevented co-operation in scme cases, but that will be remedied when my 
present term of office expires. 

In conclusion, let me beg that you will keep up your organization, even if 
none of the obstacles in the way of its present success should be removed, and 
if, at least, we fail from causes already declared, we can repeat the sentiment 
of the great Ney: who said when the bullets of his own soldiers were about to 
pierce his own body, that ‘‘he had fought a thousand battles for France, and 
not one against her,” and it stricken down by our own people we will at least 
have the satisfaction of knowing that we did all we could for the interests of 
our companies. 





BOSTON. 

The Question of Fire Underwriters Responsibility for Building Construction 
—How it is Regarded by the Boston Board—Ratings Made to Conform 
More or Less to the Character of Construction—What the City Authori- 
ties Ought todo With the Building Laws—Municipal Inspection of no 
Value to Underwriters—What the Latter Should Do to Secure Better 
Construction— Some Local News. 


[From Our Own CorrESPONDENT. ] 

I notice there is an interesting discussion going on between The American 
Architect and THE SPECTATOR on the question of responsibility for building 
construction. The position of The Architect, if I apprehend it is, that if 
underwriters would rate buildings, in the premium charge, according to the 
hazard, making the very lowest rate for buildings which could properly be 
classed as of slow burning construction (and these, because it is only within a 
comparatively few years that there has been any recognized standard in this 
matter, must of necessity be new or almost new buildings), and relatively 
higher rates for those which descend in the scale of safety, according to their 
inferiority. Your position, as I read it in your editorial, acknowledges the 
correctness of this theory. But, because of your practical knowledge of things 
earthly which are connected with fire insurance, you recognize that there must 
always be a compromise between what is ideally desirable and what is practi- 
cally possible in mundane affairs. A compromise such as we see in the case 
of life insurance companies who, although they have but one rate for an age, 
certainly accept at the same price risks more or less to be preferred, but not 
absolutely bad risks. 

Take Boston as a locality for consideration (and I prefer it to New York 
because of the presence here of a board which has shown no little power of 
cohesion, and has been of great utility in restricting competition), there is no 
question that the principle advocated by The Architect is enforced, and in a 
manner which is productive of the most satisfactory results to the owners of 
buildings in the matter of premium charges. We have for instance the 
‘* Hotel Bellevue,” a brick apartment house rated at seventy-five cents, and 
another, the ‘‘ Tudor,” of superior construction and on the same street rated at 
seventeen cents. Here, certainly, is a recognition in the rates on the part of 
underwriters of a difference in construction. When we come to mercantile 
risks, it is perhaps difficult to show such a marked difference in ratings. But 
this is not because the underwriters would not gladly accept, at lower pre- 
miums, buildings which were constructed after approved methods, but because 
such buildings do not exist, and I regret to say, are not being built. Perhaps 
no risk in Boston in point of care shown in preventing fire will rank higher 
than that of R. H. White & Co. But ‘nthe new building adjoining their 
main store, which has just been put up for them and in which they carry on 
their large glass and crockery ware business, you will find an extensive light 
well from roof to first floor, which, in case of fire, would rapidly carry the 
flames and smoke to every part of this building above the basement. Now, 
R. H. White & Co., or the owner and the architect of this building, cannot 
have failed to perceive that in point of construction this was a grave defect. 
But the fact is, they considered that light and the artistic effect of the well 
(which I will admit is admirable) would more than offset the advantage of a 
superior construction as to hazard. Yet, when it comes to payment of pre- 
mium (and I do not now refer to Messrs. White & Co.), you will generally find 
that the occupant who has all these ** fixin’s” which are objectionable, desires 
the lowest rate and appears aggrieved when he cannot get it. 

In respect to municipal regulations as to construction, these should cer- 
tainly have the attention of our city fathers. Our building laws should (and 
we thought they were to) be revised and improved. And, by the way, if any 
of your Boston readers will, through your columns, give information as to the 
progress the committee, appointed by the Mayor soon after the Boston fire, 
have made in such a revision, he will confer a favor, I am sure, on the under- 
writers here. It seems to be difficult to get information on this point. 

But with the best of laws on the statute books, it will not do for the under- 
writers to assume that they will be carried into effect as they should be, unless 
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a constant watch is kept as new buildings go up to see that the conditions of 
the law are complied with. So many instances of improper construction, con- 
struction which is in violation of the law, come to the notice of those who 
have occasion to visit buildings going up in this city. that municipal inspection 
ceases to be considered much of a safeguard. 

It is right here that the work of underwriters can and should be made effec- 
tive. Having forced public opinion to adopt measures which shall properly 
regulate the construction of buildings, they should then by constant watching 
see that these laws are respected. When this is done there then will be an 
opportunity to consider what reductions should be made for mercantile build- 
ings of standard construction. 

I note the enterprising firm of George O. Carpenter & Son have been ap- 
pointed Boston agents of the Scottish Union and National. Fred Carpenter, 
the junior member of this firm, and the one on whom the care of the business 
devolves, can be counted on to materially swell the premium receipts of this 
company in this city, now that its affairs are placed in his hands, 

Our good friend and lively insurance associate, Charles W. Holden, is to be 
congratulated. The Merchants Fire Insurance CSmpany of Newark, for which 
Mr. Holden is the Boston agent, has, as a mark of appreciation of his activity 
and in consideration of the profitable results of his efforts, purchased the fine 
store building No. 30 Congress street, on the corner of Exchange place. 
The ground floor will be occupied by Mr. Holden as office headquarters for 
the different agencies he represents. Among these, in addition to the Mer- 
chants Fire, are the Washington Life, the Fidelity and Casualty of New York 
and the New York Bowery. Above, on the second and third floors, the special 
agents of the various companies represented will have their offices, while the 
clerical forces will have the fourth floor to themselves. The situation is of 
the very best, and the investment must prove to be of great value to the Mer- 
chants Fire Insurance Company, both from the point of convenience and that 
of profit. ONE SPOKE. 

Boston, MAss., July 28. 





CHICAGO. 

Dr. Henry Meyer Acquitted of the Charge to Defraud the Germania 
Life—A Solicitor of the Company Involved in the Matter—The 
Spectator on Chicago Insurance Capital—The Local Uncerwriters 
Likely to Change the Record by Organizing a Large Conpany—Mat- 
ters of Local Interest. 


[From OuR OWN CORRESPONDENT. ] 


The trial of Dr. Henry Meyer for conspiracy to defraud the Germania Life 
by fraudulently securing a policy of $10,000 on his aged and decrepit father- 
in-law, by procuring one John P. Wuerfel to impersonate the pretended appli- 
cant at the medical examination, resulted disastrously to the company. It 
appeared, to the satisfaction of the jury, that the interested party in the trans- 
action was one Fred Scholbe, who was the solicitor who procured the policy. 
The jury evidently took the view that he was after his commission rather than 
that Dr. Meyer was after the money. Scholbe is a relative of the general 
agent of the Germania and stands now in a rather unpleasant light. 

No contribution to insurance literature of late years has created a more 
widespread or profound impression on La Salle street than the editorial in THE 
SPECTATOR of July 17, entitled: ‘‘ Opportunities for Underwriters.” The 
Chicago underwriter is a Chicago citizen, and Chicago has so few shortcomings 
that when one is brought home the average Chicago citizen feels as though a 
thunder cloud had opened and poured its contents at his feet. THE SPECTA- 
TOR'Ss showing of Chicago’s position in the insurance world has already set 
more than one mind on La Salle street at work, and having aroused the pride 
of Chicago, the result will follow as naturally as night follows day. Chicago 
people are so used to feeling, and with much reason, that Chicago is invincible 
in all things, that the remarkable showing of her insignificance insurancewise 
came as a revelation even to those well posted on the situation. The general 
impression is that THE SPECTATOR has brought home a great truth which Chi- 
cago may well struggle with, and if a $1,000,000 company does not grow out 
of that editorial, it will be the first time that good seed has found sterile soil 
in Chicago. 

Actuary Harvey of the Missouri Insurance Department made an examina- 
tion last week of the Minneapolis Mutual Fire and complimented Secrctary 
Spencer upon the condition of affairs in the office. As his report has not been 
made, his opinion of the condition of the company is not at hand. 

Several people on La Salle street are looking longingly and anxiously for 
the genial face and familiar form of one Frank Hayner. He is said to have 
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secured the cash on a $284 draft on the Sun of California, to which the name 
of Magill and Chamberlain had been forged. He is said to have collected a 
premium of $150 on a fraudulent policy, besides issuing several checks which 
are not good at the banks on which they were drawn. He has disappeared, 

General Agent Burch of the Phenix of Brooklyn has been away on business 
this week. 

General Agent Alexander of the Fidelity and Casualty is taking a short sum. 
mer outing at Waukegon and Oconomowoc. 

A. H. Darrow, general agent of the Agricultural of Watertown, is West on 
a protracted trip. 

Holger DeRoode, general manager of the Western Department of the Ag. 
ricultural of Watertown, has returned from a trip to the Northwest. 

Samuel S. Eaton, one of the veterans in Northwestern underwriting, is in 
the city from St. Paul. 

E. G. B. Henry of the St. Paul German is in town. 

E. P. Heaton, manager of the Citizens of Montreal, is in the city for a 
few days. 

The Union of Louisville has taken a place in the agency of Thomas and 
W. A. Goodman. This is the first agency appointment of the Union. 

The half yearly statement of the Anglo-Nevada, which is just issued, 
shows: June 30, 1890, assets, $2,719,049.79 ; liabilities, including capital 
stock, $2,615,684.08; net surplus, $103,365.71 ; increase in assets, $149,496.80; 
increase in net surplus, $56,631.21. This is very creditable to the company 
and Western Manager Collins of this city has had his proper share in the 
result. 

Among the visitors at the office this week was L. A. Cerf, associate general 
agent of the New York Life at San Francisco, who was on his way home from 
a visit to the home office. Mr. Cerf is one of the best insurance solicitors in 
the country, he having written over $1,250,000 during the first four months of 
this year. 

The semi-annual statement of the Millers National of this city shows cash 
assets of $370,482.41, and liabilities of $109,792 34, leaving a net cash surplus 
of $260,690.07. 

The Golden Gate, Manager Chards’ official organ, makes very pleasant 
mention of the elevation of W. J. Dutton to the vice-presidency of the Fire- 


mans Fund. W. H. E. 














COMMUNICATIONS. 


THAT MAKE BY-LAWS PART OF 
CONTRACT. 
[To tHe Epitor oF THE SpEcTATOR.] 


MUTUAL COMPANIES 


We are glad to note your remarks in the issue of this date in relation to the 
Seneca County Mutual Insurance Company of Tiffin, O. In placing surplus 
lines, the policy of the company has been sent us. It has printed on its face 
‘* New York Standard Fire Insurance Policy,” and, as far as we could see, 
was a copy of that form, with the addition of this clause: ‘‘ And to the char- 
ter and by-laws of the company and the laws of Ohio.” Not having a copy of 
its charter and by-laws, we have returned the policies and placed it in the 
** wildcat ” list. We would thank you to publish in your valuable paper, should 
you find space, the salient points of its charter and by-laws. 

As we desire to place our business only in good companies, we take the lib- 
erty of asking for some information. Do you know anything about the by- 
Jaws of the Buckeye State Mutual Fire Association of Shelby, O.? We note 
in their conditions they have this clause: ‘It is hereby covenanted that the 
by-laws of this company are to be used and resorted to in order to explain or 
ascertain the rights and duties of the parties to this contract, not herein other- 
wise provided for.” The Buckeye Mutual Fire Insurance Company of Shelby, 
O., has the same clause in relation to the by-laws ; it also has the same presi- 
dent, secretary and agent, hence, we ask, are these two one, or is it another 
case of Siamese twins? 

The Mutual Fire Insurance Company of Newport and Covington, Ky., issues@ 
stock policy under the New York Standard form, and to all appearances it isall 
right, but we note this clause in small type: ‘‘ And by an agreement by the 
insured, created and acknowledged by accepting this policy, to pay this com- 
pany such further sums, if required, as may, from time to time, be assessed 
against the holder hereof, provided such call shall not exceed in the aggregate 
five times the annual premium on this policy. The agreement above described 
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created by the acceptance of this policy by the insured for the purposes of this 
insurance, shall be construed to be a deposit or premium note of five times the 
amount of the annual premium, No assessment shall be made for any liabili- 
ties that may be incurred after the termination of this policy.” 

In the face of having paid this company the same rate as the best stock 


companies, who would be willing to assume the liability of five times the 


amount of premium? 
The Manufacturers Mutual Fire Insurance Company of Louisville, Ky., 


has the same clause, and its policies are signed by the same vice-president and 
secretary. Is this another case of a dual company ? 

The American Mutual Fire Insurance Company of Cleveland, O., has the 
same clause, also the ‘* By-Laws ” clause. 

The Wayne County Mutual Fire Insurance Company of Wooster, O., has 
also the same clause. 

If you can give us any information on the subject you will greatly oblige 

‘* THOSE-WHO-WoULD-K Now,” 


BALTIMORE, July 24. 





AN ERROR FOUND IN MEECH’S TABLES. 
[To THE Eprror oF THE SPECTATOR. ] 


Some six weeks ago Mr. Fouse got me to revise some tables which had 
been computed in the office, and whose computation involved the use of Table 
32 of Meech’s Standard American Life Tables at 3, 314 and 4 per cent, re- 
spectively. In the course of my revision I found a marked discrepancy at age 
58 in the 344 per cent—no similar one existing in the 3 and 4 per cent col- 
umns. On further inspection I felt sure that the 3% per cent column was 
wrong from the beginning to age 58, but not having time then to go into its 
computation from the original elements, I contented myself with assuming 
that the 3, 4, 5 and 6 per cent columns were accurate, and calculated by inter- 
polation, the 34% and 4% per cent columns. The latter agreed with Meech’s, 
with the exception of about half a dozen cases, in which it differed by one 
cent, while the former, the 3% per cent column, differed from Meech’s by a 
quantity increasing at first slowly and afterwards very rapidly from three 
cents at age 10, up to seventy-eight cents at age 58, and I used these inter- 
polated values in revising our office computation. 

Since completing that work I have had time to investigate the cause of the 
difliculty in Meech, and in examining the commutation columns 3% per cent, 
Table 34, I found a manifest mistake in the D column at age 59. At first I 
thought it might merely be a misprint, but on looking at the N column I 
found that it had been introduced into it at age 59, and consequently, of 
course affected all preceding ages. That mistake consists in the second figure 
being 8 instead of o, the number as printed and used being 8,803.10 instead 
of, as it should be, 8,003.10. 

This mistake may, of course, be known to you as well as to a large part of 
the insurance world ; but not having seen any note of it, and its discovery 
coming to me with my first use of this particular table, I felt that it would be 
well to notify you. I have since recomputed the D, N and S columns of ‘Table 
34 for 314 per cent, also the 3% per cent column of Table 28, and of Table 


32 for my own use, but will be very glad to send them to you or, through you,, 


the publishers of Meech’s Tables, should either of you desire to make use of 
them, Yours very truly, Orts H, KENDALL, 
PHILADELPHIA, July 25. 





THE DEFUNCT ATLANTIC MUTUAL LIFE. 
[To THE Eprror oF THE SPECTATOR.] 


I notice your reply to a correspondent from Decatur, Ala., with regard to 
the Atlantic Mutual Life of Albany. You are not correct in your statement. 
I handled some of their checks for policyholders, who became clients of mine 
after the company went into receiver's hands, so they did pay policyholders 
something. It was long ago, and I can’t remember clients. 

Boston, Mass., July 21. C. W. HoLpen. 


[On examining the reports more carefully we find that Receiver Newcomb, 
by order of the Court, made several dividends to policyholders, and was 
finally discharged from his receivership in 1881, having disposed of all the 
assets that came into his possession to the satisfaction of the Court. At the 
time of his appointment the liabilities of the company amounted to $1,285,192, 
we meet which there were assets amounting to $1,097,087. In 1880 the Cana- 
dian policyholders were paid from the Canadian deposit $98,894, equal to 
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fifty-four and three-fourths per cent of what was due them. In all the re~ 
ceiver paid dividends amounting to about $800,000, the remainder of the 
assets being eaten up by legal expenses. Cn the whole Receiver Newcomb 
did well by the policyholders, considering the way in which receiverships are 
usually managed. What we had in mind in our paragraph last week was the 
fact that the expenses of a receivership are always enormous, and policy- 
holders are fortunate when they get anything out of the remains of a defunct 
corporation,—Editor THE SPECTATOR. ] 





ACCIDENTAL HAPPENINGS. 


—The National Accident Society announces its intention of going in for 
preferred risks among persons employed in the dry-goods business, and as it 
has several influential dry-goods merchants on its directorate, it is likely to 
meet with considerable success, 


—The American Employer's Liability Company, organized under a charter 
obtained in New Jersey, has made application to enter Louisiana. The com- 
pany intends to branch out in the various States as rapidly as possible, It 
has not yet received its license to do business in New York State. 


—The Preferred Mutual Accident Association of this city reports a steadily 
increasing business, having written over $45,C00,000 in the first six months of 
1890, with prospects good for the balance of the year. ‘This association 
claims to be the only company which confines its business to preferred risks 
solely. 

—A recent paragraph in The New York Press stated that the Travelers 
would soon place the limit of accident assurance carried on any one life at or 
near $100,000. No less a person than President Patterson is credited with 
having given this information, but it is evident that if he made any remark at 
all like this he was entirely misunderstood. 


—The number of lives lost this year, due to the fury of the elements, 
amounts to nearly 500, not including those who have died later trom the 
injuries received from this cause. The list is rather a heavy one for the 
United States alone, and furnishes still another object lesson for the use of 
the advocates of accident assurance. The companies, however, do not report 
any great increase in the claims for losses, but, on the contrary, say that the 
loss ratio is about the same as in former years. 


—The United States Mutual Accident Association is writing a large busi- 
ness in Massachusetts, to which it was admitted a few months back. Its 
manager in Boston is a very energetic canvasser and lets no opportunity slip 
to get business He recently paid a claim toa merchant under a $10,000 
policy, and secured four other applications for $5000 and $10,000 policies in 
the same store. The association will doubtless show very well in its first 
report to the Massachusetts insurance department at the close of 1890. 


—The report of railway accidents in Great Britain in 1889 shows that the 
number of passengers killed and injured from causes beyond their own control, 
was largely increased as compared with 1888, and exceeded the average of 
recent years. The killed were eighty-eight against eleven, and the injured 
1016 against 594 in the preceding year. This difference arose chiefly from 
the accident on the Great Northern of Ireland, in which seventy-eight (mostly 
children) were killed and about 200 injured. Accidents to railway employees 
resulted in 435 killed and 2769 injured. Trespassers and suicides, 351 killed 
and 122 injured. Both these last items show an increase. 


—The Philadelphia Press has been gathering the opinions of life and acci- 
dent assurance men, with regard to the assuring of miners, The actuary of 
the Penn Mutual said that his company lets miners severely alone ; that the 
percentage would be against the company if they issued policies. The agent 
of the Mutual Life declared that miners were altogether too hazardous and 
that the deaths by accident were far in excess of the average as shown by the 
mortality tables. The agent of the New York Life said : ‘‘ To insure the lives 
of miners would not be fair to our other policyholders.” The Equitable’s Phila- 
delphia manager said: ‘‘ The men are physically good risks ; they generally 
take good care of themselves outside of the mines; but the dangers from 
explosions and so on are too great for us to consider on any life expectancy 
table.” The Travelers Insurance Company in its accident branch classes 
mining risks as hazardous ‘‘ and advances the premium rate 100 per cent over 
that denwminated as ordinary.” 
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NEWS OF THE WEEK. 


What Steamship Men Say of Cotton as a Cargo. 
THE burning of the steamship Egypt at sea, from fire originating in the cotton 
on board, has induced the daily Times to interview steamship men as to the 
danger of cotton as a cargo. The following are the statements of the princi- 
pal steamship agents in this city : 


Mr. Vernon H. Brown, agent of the Cunard Line, said that the ships of his 
company did not carry very much cotton. ‘*‘ Our business, perhaps more than 
that of any other line,” he added, ‘‘ is the passenger traffic, and more space is 
given up to the passengers, with a corresponding reduction in the room for 
freight. So we do not handle a great deal of cotton. However, I think that, 
properly handled, it is just as safe as any other freight. It is liable to catch 
fire just as anything else is, but no more so. I do not believe that there is any 
danger of spontaneous combustion. If the cotton lies on a lighter along- 
side a dock for several days there is a chance of sparks from passing tugs fall- 
ing upon it, but in such a case the fire ought to be detected before the bales 
are put on board the steamer. Jf we had room for it on our vessels I should 
not hesitate to take all the cotton we could get. We have had one fire in cot- 
ton on one of our ships so far as I remember. It was not discovered until the 
morning of the day the steamer reached Liverpool. A bale had been stowed 
near a ventilator, down which it is supposed that somebody had carelessly 
thrown a cigar or cigarette. The bale was got at easily, and the fire was ex- 
tinguished without trouble and Lefore any damage had been done.” 

Mr. Brown was inclined to believe that fires on cattle ships could generally 
be laid, not to the presence of cotton in the cargo, but to the hay and straw on 
the decks. In these a fire was easily started, and he thought that there its 
origin was generally to be found rather than in the bales of cotton. 

Mr. C. Kliipfel of the freight department of the North German Lloyd said 
that the steamers of that line did not take out a great deal of cotton. When 
carried it was placed in a special compartment, where a fire could be flooded 
out speedily. None of the steamers had experienced any serious trouble from 
cotton fires. <A year or so ago a bale on one of them was discovered to be on 
fire, but the blaze was put out without difficulty, Mr. Kliipfel believed that 
cotton could be carried safely. 

Mr. A. Forget of the French Line also said that cotton shipments on the 
vessels of his company were comparatively light. The bales were placed in a 
special compartment, the one furthest aft. This compartment was closed so 
tightly that even if a fire broke out it could do no more than smolder, In 
this way Mr. Forget believed that danger was removed. All the lines carried 
cotton, he said. They could not afford to neglect the trade, because cotton, 
with wheat, led the exports of the country to Europe. Practically the liners 
were ruled out of the wheat traffic, for the grain could not be taken at a profit 
except in bulk. If the liners took it it had to be put in bags, the expense of 
which was too great to make the business remunerative. As faras cotton was 
concerned, business was lightest when the rush of passengers was greatest. 
From April to September very little cotton was taken. Of the French Line 
ships La Champagne had a cotton fire not long ago, but it did not amount to 
much. 

Mr. Edward Wright, of Peter Wright & Sons, agents of the Inman and Red 
Star Lines, said that on these steamers cotton was generally stowed by itself. 
If other goods were placed in the same compartment they were of a kind 
which would not cause any danger of fire. Cotton Mr. Wright regarded as a 
safe cargo, as suitable precautions were always taken with it. The steamers 
did not carry any oils, except lubricating oils, and the chance of fire was re- 
duced toa minimum. Of the burning of the City of Montreal, he said that 
the steamer had a gencral cargo on board, and it was never definitely settled 
where the fire originated. 

** We carry cotton,” said Mr. John Lee of the White Star Company; ‘‘ all 
lines do. Sometimes it is the best-paying freight, sometimes it isn’t. That 
depends on the state of the market. We see that great care is taken with the 
cotton. No smoking is allowed when the men are stowing it, and it is placed 
away from the boilers. When it has to remain on the pier for any length of 
time before it is shipped it is carefully covered and watched. About a year 
ago there was a fire in some cotton on the Brittannic while the vessel was at 
sea. The ship wes stopped and a few bales were thrown overboard. The 
fire was believed to have been in the cotton—it was never known just what 
started it. Within a month or so of that time there was a small fire on the 
Brittannic while she lay at her pier. It was supposed that oil had got into 
some cotton. Since then the orders have been not to accept oil, resin and 
certain other inflammable goods as freight, no matter whether there is any cot- 
ton in the cargo or not.” 

At the office of the Hamburg-American Line it was said that cotton was 
not regarded as a dangerous freight when it was carefully stowed. It was 
not carried on the express steamers of the line, for these vessels were built for 
the passenger traffic, and their freight capacity was restricted. As they took 
only about 400 tons of freight, their cargoes were generally made up of another 
class of goods. The other steamers of the line carried cotton, however, as 
they had greater space for freight. 

A. M. Underhill & Co., agents of the Guion Line, say that their ships, like 
the others, take out cotton. The Guion vessels have never had serious trouble 
with it. Care is taken to stow the bales in safe places. 

Steamcrs running to Glasgow do not handle cotton to any great extent, it 
was said at the office of Austin Baldwin & Co., agents of the State Line. Oc- 
casionally, when the state of the market justified it, they took out shipments. 
It was regarded as desirable freight, and was taken willingly. Properly 
handled, it was not regarded as dangerous, 

Other ocean-freight men, in talking of the loss of the Egypt, called to mind 
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the fact that not only that steamer, but the Queensmer, from Baltimore, the 
Santiago and the City of Montreal, all burned at sea, had cotton on board, 
Some persons have a theory that oil may have caused the fires, but the Egypt 
is said not to have carried any oil. The City of Montreal had some in her 
cargo, 

One agent said that much of the trouble with cotton lay in the manner in 
which it was baled. If it could be covered with duck or some similar material] 
the loose ends would be got out of the way, and the chance of fire would be 
vastly decreased. Such a covering was generally believed to be so expensive 
as to be out of the question. 

There was a variety of opinions about the value of the use of the compress 
on the bales as lessening the danger from fire. Some of the agents looked on 
the process as very desirable on this score. Others held that the old-fashioned 
way was just as safe. 





Lloyds Plate Glass Insurance Company. 


THE semi-annual statement of the above-named company was given to the 
public promptly on July 1. This is now the largest company in the country, 
if not in the world, doing an exclusive plate glass business. It has a capital of 
$100,000, and from the time of its organization in 1882 has shown continual 
growth and progress. In 1884 its total assets amounted to $179,198 ; on July 
1 of the present year the amount was $428,989. This is an increase of 
$26,249 over the amount of assets on hand on the first of the year. The sur- 
plus has grown from $5885 in 1884 to $107,936 on July 1, being an increase 
of $15,589 during the past six months. ‘The income of the company during 
the first half of the year was $188,423, an increase of something over $21,000 
over the previous six months. The amount of losses incurred during the first half 
of the year was $99,881. Thisis certainlya most excellent showing for the com- 
pany, and highly creditable to the energy and progressiveness of the man- 
agers. The Lloyds has over 1000 agents, located in all the States of the 
Union, and pays upwards of $5000 losses every year. It has earned a most 
enviable reputation for the prompt payment of its losses and liberal dealings 
with its policyholders. Mr. Beemer, the president of the company, was one 
of its original organizers, and has occupied his present position from the first. 
He has shown admirable ability in the management of the affairs of the com- 
pany and a special tact in the selection of agents, and to the loyalty and zeal 
of these he attributes the great success of the company. It is well known 
that for some years past there has been a degree of competition in the field of 
plate glass insurance that has been disastrous, but in spite of all this the 
Lloyds has shown continuous progress, and now that the difficulties between 
the companies have been healed the season of even greater prosperity for the 
remainder of the year is confidently expected. 





Fireproof Construction. 


THE fire in the Western Union building furnished the text for the following 
letter from Edward Atkinson, addressed to The Evening Post of this city: 


Referring to your recent article on the fire oppesite your office, you may 
rightly credit me with having attempted to call the attention of owners, archi- 
tects and underwriters to the principles of slow-burning construction and of 
adequate protection against destruction by fire. But permit me to call your 
attention to the fact that these principles and methods have been the slow 


. growth of half a century of experience, which ought now to be a part of the 


common knowledge. It has been gained under the constant supervision, 
guidance and direction of my predecessors and coadjutors, who have been 
charged with the duties long before I came into the service of saving the tex- 
tile factories, paper mills, machine shops and other works of like kind from 
destruction and from the same hazards which now infest commercial ware- 
houses, office buildings and the like. Only in the nature of the case our haz- 
ards are of a much graver kind than those which have so seriously interrupted 
the Western Union Telegraph Company by the destruction of the upper part 
of their building, which according to the description was in many elements a 
well constructed building. 

Our success in bringing the cost of the insurance of especially hazardous prop- 
erty to so low a point (for the last year about fifteen cents on the $100) has 
been brought about by the co-operation of the owners (for whom the officers 
of the factory mutual companies act simply as agents) with the mill construc- 
tors and engineers and the mutual underwriters. In justification of the 
methods which have been adopted by the owners of factory property, now 
amounting to more than $500,000,000, in this combination I may venture to 
state the fact that when the building in which the great fire in Boston on 
Thanksgiving Day, 1889, originated, was in process of construction several 
years before I was a member of the committee on information of the Boston 
Underwriters Union, and although the company of which I am president 
would not have insured this building at any price which could be named, even 
had it been in the open country, I thought it to be my duty to the Union to 
send a memorial to the Mayor, in order that the method of construction 
might be altered and made safe if in any way it could be done under the 
building act then in force. 

In that memorandum I indicated three sufficient but removable causes for 
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the rapid and complete destruction of the building from a very small fire, if 
that fire were not extinguished in the first two or three minutes ; | also laid 
down in that memorandum the probable course of the fire and the conse- 
ces of the rapid destruction of that building. I was summoned as a wit- 
ness by the fire marshal, after the fire, to whom I presented a copy of this 
memorial to the Mayor made at the time the building was in progress. 1 he 
predicted incidents, course and consequences of the fire were so exactly in 
accordance with the facts which were disclosed after the fire, that my a priori 
statement was substantially incorporated in the report of the fire marshal as an 
oficial description of what actually occurred. : ; 

The points which are customarily overlooked or not considered in the con- 
struction and occupancy of what are called fireproof buildings are : : 

(1.) The liability to the very rapid destruction even of incombustible ma- 
terials when subjected to the heat of a fire which isconsuming the combustible 


quen 


contents. . ss 
(2.) It is very commonly assumed that because most of the materials which 


are used in the construction of the building are incombustible, it may be en 
tirely safe to make use of combustible material in the finish of the building 
itself, and to face the wall with mouldings, dados, etc., generally varnished 
woodwork from which a great deal of heat may be suddenly generated, varnish 
being especially hazardous. ; 

(3.) It seems never to occur to owners or occupants that private fire appa- 
ratus cannot be effectively made use of without a thoroughly organized fire 
department or under the direction of well-drilled men. 

The most complete destruction about which I have ever known, either from 
personal observation or hearsay, has occurred in buildings made of brick, 
stone and iron, where the iron has been exposed to the heat generated by the 
combustion of the contents. 

In respect to many buildings of otherwise excellent construction, the whole 
expenditure intended to promote safety has been lost by finishing around the 
windows and doorways with varnished woodwork; by placing varnished 
wooden dadoes or sheathing against solid walls ; by not giving proper attention 
to cutting off the passage of fire from floor to floor, and by filling the rooms 
with combustible furniture sufficient, when ignited, to cause such expansion, 
torsion, or flexure as to tear the building to pieces without burning it. 

With respect to private fire apparatus there is little, if any, which is of use 
unless it be self-operating, except in factories or other premises where there is 
a trained private fire department, drilled in the use of it. 

From what I have learned of the conditions of the Western Union building, 
it would appear that the shell of the building had been well devised for 
safety, but that a great deal of wood had been used in the finish where it was 
entirely out of place, and that the greater part of the furniture had been of a 
combustible sort, where it would have been far better and safer had it been of 
incombustible material. 

The accounts of the fire speak of the spread upon the *‘ switchboards,” and 
from ‘‘ table to table” on which instruments had been placed. The difficulty 
of choosing incombustible material on account of electric conductivity is ad- 
mitted, yet there are very many materials which are perfectly suitable for such 
service that are not combustible or ignitable. 

The private hose within the building is said to have been rotten, as it usu- 
ally is when not under the care of the private fire department, well trained in 
its use. ‘The passage of fire from floor to floor was wholly unobstructed ; use- 
less exposure in such a building in which the open way should have been the 
elevator shaft, guarded by suitable fire doors and surmounted by thin glass so 
as to give easy vent toa fire on any floor. ‘There were no roof hydrants or 
other appliances by which the building could have been flooded from above, 
and finally, there were no automatic sprinklers. There are some admitted 
difficulties in placing automatic sprinklers for the protection of buildings to 
which high-tension electric currents are admitted, lest the water itself should 
make cross-arcs on which the high-tension current of electricity might be 
spread. On this point we have as yet no experience, as all the electric appa- 
ratus in our risks has been so carefully put up and is so constantly guarded 
that we have never met a loss from an electric current, except those which are 
generated in the clouds during thunderstorms. ‘There were no high-tension 
currents in this service in the Western Union building, if I am rightly in- 
formed ; therefore, an equipment with automatic sprinklers in the electric 
department would doubtless have saved the entire loss. 

So long as owners of buildings give consideration to safeguards against fire 
with the sole view of reducing the rate of premium for insurance—without 
regard to the fact that they themselves are the only persons who can insure the 
building against loss by fire, there will be little or no progress in the preven- 
tion of destructive conflagrations. 

On the other hand, the organization of the factory inspection committees 
of the stock underwriters, the progress which has been made among archi- 
tects, and the gradual improvement and adoption of safe methods of construc- 
tion are yielding slow but sure results. The annual losses by fire appear to 
be slowly diminishing in ratio to the amount of property at risk, which is rap- 
idly increasing in value. 

The one question to which I fear a negative reply will be given, is this : 
Has it occurred to the owner of any building in the neighborhood (even the 
owners of The Evening Post building) to make a thorough investigation of the 
cause and course of the fire in the Western Union Teiegraph building, in 
order to see whether or not any new safeguards should be adopted in their 
own buildings that have not yet taken fire ? 

One of the most useful functions of the officers of the factory mutual in- 
surance companies is to investigate the cause and course of every considerable 
fire which comes under their notice, even if they have no policy out upon the 
risk, and then to review their own risks in order to see where the same danger 
May exist which has caused the fire under consideration, and to take measures 
to avoid that danger or to guard against it. 

I can hardly imagine a method which would be likely to save as much prop- 
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erty from destruction as a combination of propertyowners in the city of New 
York, who should select and employ the most competent person or persons 
whom they could find, at whatever price might be required to secure compe- 
tent services, to keep their buildings under constant inspection, to study every 
fire and to advise owners huw to adopt suitable safeguards on the basis of ex- 
perience. Such private inspectors should have no interest in any insurance 
company or in any of the property under their supervision. If a few owners 
would combine and hire one such competent man for a single year, I think 
they would be astonished and shocked at the dangers which they now tolerate 
from mere ignorance of the hazard which can yet be guarded against at very 
small expense. Sometimes the danger is due to indifference rather than to 
ignorance, 

It is hopeless to expect the abatement of the causes of loss by fire through 
any public system of inspection, through any building act, or through any 
system of insurance, except a purely mutual combination. It is through the 
personal interest of the owners of the property itself, when intelligently di- 
rected, that the remedy must come. EDWARD ATKINSON, 

Boston, July 22. 





First Statement of The Sun Fire Office. 


Our English exchanges bring us the first annual statement ever given out by 
the Sun Fire Office. Having a special charter, which exempts it from making 
its annual reports public, the Sun has heretofore availed itself of this exemp- 


tion. We present the figures below, the odd shilling and pence being added 


in the totals of the columns : 
REVENUE ACCOUNT, 
Reserve for unexpired risks brought forward from 1888 


Premiums, less reinsurances...........-+- 
Income from investments (less income tax) 


LOSSES... ccccce evevece 

Commission.... ‘veo een 

General expense Seen eeeeeeeSeecereseedueseSEbesecrescvereseses esse 
Reserve for unexpired risks 

Balance...... 


£1,144,130 

Prorir AND Loss ACCOUNT. 
Balance brought forward from 1888 £176,593 
Profit from revenue account 153,202 
Profit on exchange : onevve 283 
Amount transferred from divicend reserve f = 10,000 
£349,079 
12,000 
3,819 
24,000 
81,600 
1,756 
3.999 
10,144 


Amount added to general reserve account 

Interest carried to dividend reserve fund 

Dividend declared January, 1889 

Dividend and bonus declared Jul 

Income tax on profits 

Pensions and allowances to retired officers of the com 
Amount written oft investments..... ° 

Bad debts written off 


£340,079 





T. Y. Brown’s Agency. 

T. Y. Brown, as already announced, has been appointed agent of the St. 
Paul German Insurance Company for the metropolitan district of New York, 
‘The company will enter the State early in the coming month, it is believed. 
The St. Paul German has done well to select Mr, Brown, than whom no agent 
in New York city is better or more favorably known, to manage so important 
a district. Mr. Brown's connection with the insurance business dates back to 
1858, when he left the banking business to become secretary of the Trades- 
men’s Insurance Company, a position which he filled with much credit until 
the retirement of the company in 1863. He then underto»k the difficult task 
of closing up the company’s affairs within the short period of eighteen months 
and was entirely successful, returning to the stockholders 113 per cent. This 
is said to be the shortest time in which a company’s affairs were ever closed 
up after retirement, it usually taking several years to do the work, Mr. 
Brown's next experience was with the Standard of London as United States 
manager. Here he remained until the company closed its London office. In 
the agency business Mr. Brown has achieved an unusual degree of success. 
He has represented the ** Old and Tried” Glens Falls for over fifteen years, 
making money for the company every year. It was not until 1883, however, 
that he engaged largely in the agency business. In that year he was ap- 
pointed general eastern representative of the Milwaukee Mechanics. In addi- 
tion to the above Mr. Brown represents the Michigan Fire and Marine and 
Grand Rapids insurance companies, and enjoys the reputation of being one of 
the few, if not the only Eastern agent, who has made money for Western 
companies. Mr. Brown's policy is conservative, and to this, along with his 
wide experience and careful methods, does he attribute his present and past 
successes. To quote Mr. Brown: ‘ The difference between liberal under- 
writing and ruin is a very short step.” 
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MERE MENTION. 


—The German-American of Pittsburgh has discontinued its agency at 
Franklin, Pa. 

—John H. Adams has been appointed assistant secretary of the American 
Central of St. Louis. , 

—Superintendent Kinder has recently refused admission to Ohio to three 
assessment concerns, 

—The Evansville Insurance Company has reinsure.l the Indiana business of 
the Hibernia of New Orleans. 

—The fire losses in the United States during the past week amounted to 
$2,000,000, according to The Standard. 

—It is understood that George H. Hope, formerly president of the Long 
Island, has been made a special of the Royal. 

—On another page appears an advertisement for the general agency of 
a good life company for Maryland and Virginia. 

—Frank Bullard, superintendent of agencies of the Equitable Life Assur- 
ance Society, sailed for Europe yesterday for a few weeks’ vacation. 

—The Factory Insurance Association has written over $8,000,000 worth of 
business since its organization three months ago, 

—The American Employers Liability Insurance Company of New Jersey 
has made application for admission to Louisiana and Missouri. 

—The Virginia Insurance Exchange, to be composed entirely of specials, 
and to be located at Richmond, Va., is projected. 

—At Cleveland, O., last week, the general agents of the P€nn Mutual Life 
of Philadelphia held a convention lasting three days. 

—Wnm. J. Dutton, secretary of the Firemans Fund of San Francisco, has 
been promoted to the vice-presidency of the company. 

—The Kingston (Ont.) agency firm of Hutcheson & Loscombe has been 
dissolved. Mr. Hutcheson will continue the business, 


—A Southern report has it that the Georgia Home of Columbus, Ga., con- 
templates planting agencies in the Eastern and Northern field. 

—The Argus will please accept thanks for vols. 28 and 29, embracing the 
year 1889, the whole being encased in a neat and substantial binding. 

—Half of the business portion of Minden, Ont., was wiped out by fire on 
Monday morning. The insurance will not cover half the damage done. 

—The New Hampshire agents of the Mutual Life of New York held their 
annual reunion at Jackson, in the White Mountains, on Tuesday of last week. 


—There were recorded last week at the New York Sanitary Ileadquarters, 
815 deaths, The death rate, estimating the population at 1,634,698, was 
26.02. 

—President Hyde of the Equitable Life Assurance Society, and Manager 
Wood of the United Fire Reinsurance Company, sailed for Europe on the 
Teutonic, July 23. 

—The Standard Izsurance Directory for 1890 is improved over previous 
issues, and will be found an invaluable reference book for the New England 
field. c 

—Ex-Governor James B. Grant of Colorado has been elected a trustee of 
the Northwestern Mutual Life, to fill the vacancy caused by the death of 
Major J. H. Roundtree. 

—Joseph Cragg, for sixteen years chief inspector in the Baltimore depart- 
ment of the Hartford Stcam Builer Inspection and Insurance Company, died 
recently, aged seventy-six. 

—The firm of Tynberg & Co., 137 Broadway, New York, send out a very 
pretty souvenir in the shape of a policy register and memorandum book with 
celluloid covers, gilt edges and in convenient pocket size. 

—G. W. Cleaver, superintendent of agencies of the Reading Fire, has been 
appointed acting secretary in the absence of Secretary S, E. Ancona, who is 
now in Europe. Mr. Ancona will return September 25. 

—Secretary Joseph F, Hanford of the Rutgers Fire has resigned, and H, 
C. Kreiser, assistant secretary, will fill the vacant position until the meeting 
of the board of directors in September, when an appointment will be made. 

—THE SpeEcTATOR Company of New York has published the fifth annual edi- 
tion of the Hand-Book, carefully. corrected up to June, 1890. It has become 
well known as a convenient and reliable compilation of statistics, laws, decis- 
-ons, me:hods and plans relating to the assessment system, and is sold at the 
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extremely moderate price of $2. A mere glance at the table of contents wil] 
give an idea of the very comprehensive character of the book.—Aa/timore 
Underwriter. 

—Presideat Beemer of the Lloyds Plate Glass Insurance Company sailed 
for Europe on the Lahn of the North German Lloyds line yesterday, Mr, 
Beemer will be absent two months and will divide his time between Germany 
and Italy. 

—The official examination of the Greenwich Insurance Company, made by 
the New York Insurance Department as of April 30 last, shows assets of 
$1,417,507; liabilities (including capital stock), $1,055,108; net surplus, 
$362,399. 

—F. J. Cressey, secretary of the Bankers Alliance of California writes as 
follows : Copy of Hand-Book just received ; it is interesting and complete ; a 
full and fair exploitature of assessment insurance and well worth much more 
than the price given.” 

—The insurance department of the State of Missouri has revoked the author- 
ity of the Illinois Mutual Insurance Company to do business in that State, 
because the Illinois Commissioner did not believe the company to be in a 
sound and solvent condition. 

—The New York fire insurance companies, with the exception of the Com- 
monwealth, have notified Tax Commissioner Coleman that they will pay 
the local tax, notwithstanding the recent decision of the Court of Appeals 
exempting the Commonwealth. 

—The plant of the Monitor Plow Works in Minneapolis, Minn., was de- 
stroyed by fire Monday, entailing a loss estimated at $115,000, of which 
$75,000 is on the building and $40,000 on the stock. The loss is fully in- 
sured, The fire caught from a locomotive spark. 


—The ‘‘ Hand-Book of Assessment Insurance” for this year has been 
issued by THE SPECTATOR Company, and contains a large amount of useful 
information relative to assessment insurance companies. In completeness 
and scope this book is easily ahead of all works of its class.—Znsurance Age, 

—Agency appointments made by the Eliot of Boston recently, include the 
following, all in the State of Massachusetts: A.W. Batchelder & Co., at 
Salem ; Chas. S. Robertson, at Somerville ; Henry E. Johnson, at South 
Boston ; Edward T. Abbott, at Lowell ; L. V. Spaulding & Co., at Haver- 
hill. 

—C. W. Conner having resigned the position as secretary of the Standard 
Fire Insurance Co. of Wheeling, W. Va., on the 15th of July the board of 
directors elected Geo. W. Graebe secretary, and J. F. Emig, assistant secre- 
tary, both of whom have been connected with the company for several 
years. 

—John W. Hartwell, a well known underwriter of Cincinnati, died at his 
residence on Walnut Hills, July 16. Mr. Hartwell was at one time president 
of the Cincinnati Insurance Company and later on of the Enterprise Fire and 
Marine Insurance Company, of which he remained a director up to the time 
of his death. 

—The fire insurance companies have canceled their policies in Deckertown, 
Sussex county, N. J., because no provision is made there for protection against 
fire, so says a press dispatch. The people are very much exercised over the 
affair, and will make strenuous efforts to have a fire department organized and 
water-works established. 

—The Capital Fire and Fire Underwriters Association of Concord, N. H., 
composing the New Hampshire Fire Underwriters Association, have paid 
their usual semi-annual dividends of three per cent, and Manager Lyman 
Jackman says that the companies have done better on outside business so far 
this year than ever before. 


—AaAt a special meeting of the stockholders of the Alamo Fire Insurance 
Company of San Antonio, held July 22, it was voted to increase the capital 
stock of that progressive company from $125,000 to $300,000. The Alamo, 
though not yet two years old, has established sixty agencies throughout the 
State of Texas, and will soon have agents in all the principal cities of the 
South and West. The Alamo is ably managed, and has a very bright future 
before it. 

—The State of Nashville celebrates its twenty-fifth anniversary August I. 
Only two changes have taken place in the officers since its organization. John 
Lumsden was president from 1865 to 1884, when he was succeeded by G. P. 
Thruston. Joseph Nash was secretary from 1865 to 1870, when D. R. John- 
son took his place. Dividends have been forthcoming to the stockholders in 
every year save one, and though the business has not becn uniformly profitable, 
taking it all in all the company hashad very prosperous career. Of the $200,000 
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capital stock, only $45,277 was paid in cash by the stockholders, the remain- 
der, $154.723; having been paid up by the profits, together with $296,609 in 
cash dividends. The following is a statement of the receipts and expendi- 
tures of the company from August 1, 1865, to July 1, 1890: Receipts, 
$1,255 601 ; expenditures, $748,984 ; profit on twenty-five years’ business, 
$506,617. , 

—H. E. Metzger, general manager of the Eastern department of the North- 
western Masonic Aid Association of Chicago, on account of the largely 
increased business of his department, has removed to more commodious offices 
at 307 and 309 Broadway. The Northwestern Masonic Aid is one of the 
largest and most progressive assessment companies in the business, and its re- 
port for the first six months of 1890 shows material gains over the same period 
of last year. 

—The International Fraternal Alliance was defendant in an action in court 
at Baltimore last week, charging the misappropriation of $79,000. The asso- 
ciation was supposed to have a life assurance reserve which, according to The 
Commercial Bulletin, has disappeared. The business is mainly managed and 
directed by Charles H. Unverzagt, who, it is charged, had threatened to move 
the headquarters of the association to New York. An injunction was granted 
and a hearing set for one day this week. 

—The town of Wallace, Idaho, the great mining camp of the Coeur d’Alene 
mining district, has been completely destroyed by fire. Spokane Falls (Wash.) 
business men, who are interested at Wallace, say that the loss will be 
$500,000. A private dispatch says that 1500 people are homeless. The town 
of Wallace is situated 100 miles southeast of Spokane Falls, and is probably 
the most flourishing mining town in the Northwest. The origin of the fire 

and the amount of insurance at risk in the town are unknown at this 
- time. 

—Insurance Commissioner Allen Weir of Washington recently examined 
the North Pacific Insurance Company of Tacoma, and certifies that it has 
$125,000 of unimpaired capital and other assets amounting to $50,000, Since 
the examination the board of trustees of the North Pacific have held a meeting 
and voted to.call an assessment of fifteen per cent on the capital stock for the 
purpose of increasing its capital to $200,000. This has a business look about 
it, and indicates that the managers of the company propose to stand by their 
colors. 

—Recent agency appointnents made by the Delaware Mutual Safety of 
Philadelphia include the following : Charles A. Muerman, at Cleveland, O.; 
Metcalf & Hazen, at Lowell, Mass.; Ed. H. Webster, at Kansas City, Mo.; 
Alexander & Smith, at Omaha, Neb.; Henry G. Buckingham, at St. Joseph, 
Mo,; Lutz, Reed & Co., at Council Bluffs, Ia.; Pliny, Bartlett & Co., Min- 
neapolis, Minn.; Samuel S. Eaton, St. Paul, Minn.; W. H. Snider & Bro., 
Davenport, Ia.; Peter Kiene & Son, Dubuque, Ia.; Eugene Harbeck, Detroit, 
Mich.; E. O. Brown & Co., Toledo, O. 

—The Knoxville Fire Insurance Company announces the following agency 
appointments in Tennessee: W. G. Sheen, at Bristol; Andrew Gamble, at 
Maryville ; J. B. Jones & Co., at Morristown ; Will Harr, at Johnson City ; 
Shipley & Peoples, at Jonesboro; J. A. Magill, at Sweetwater ; James G. 
Aydelott, at Gullahoma ; D. H. Brown, at McMinnville ; J. N. Walling, at 
Sparta; J. W. Wallace, at Shelbyville; R. G. Brown, at Huntington ; also 
J. F. Martin, at Laurens, and Jno, A. Hamilton, at Orangeburg, S. C.; C. 
B. Harrold, at Huntington, W. Va., and Newman, Boyd & Cruze, at Hunts- 
ville, Ala. 

—We are indebted to The Underwriter Printing and Publishing Company 
for a copy of its very elaborate compilation of ‘‘ Fire Insurance by States 
from 1880 to 1889.” This gives the business of 1889—amount at risk, pre- 
miums received, losses paid and percentage of losses to premiums—in detail, 
while the business of the nine preceding years is included in the aggregate for 
each company. ‘The final recapitulation table gives the results in the entire 
country as follows: Risks written, $88,995,896,429; premiums received, 
$876,829,129 ; losses incurred, $496,213,296 ; percentage of losses to pre- 
miums, 56.5. The work is handsomely printed on fine paper, and will be 
found of great value by all fire underwriters. 

—The report of John H. Judge, appointed referee to pass on the accounts 
of Edwin M. Kellogg, as receiver of the Homeopathic Mutual Life Insurance 
Company of New York, in proceedings for a voluntary dissolution, was filed 
a few days ago in the county clerk’s office. It is found that Mr. Kellogg re- 
ceived $104,843.51, paid out $102,490.23 and has on hand $2,353.28. Out of 
this the United States Trust Company is entitled to about $500, and other ex- 
penditures will bring the remainder in Mr. Kellogg’s hands down to $1404. 
Mr. Kellogg is entitled to his fees and expenditures, amounting to $1585. 
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Mr. Judge does not explain how this deficiency is to be provided for, and it 
is probable that unless the court reduces some of the allowances Mr. Kellogg 
will have to go without some of his fees. All but fourteen of the policy- 
holders have been paid their full amount of the reserve fund. There was due 
the fourteen out of the reserve $574.80, but the receiver was unable to find 
them. Mr. Judge reports that they should now be barred from any further 
claim against the company or the receiver. 

—The cause of the recent fire at the Western Union building, while not di- 
rectly located, leaves a grave suspicion that it may have been due to the improper 
insulation of electric light conductors. The origin of the fire in Boston last 
Thanksgiving day is also an open question, unsettled even yet. A prominent 
inspector speaks of his recent inspection of inside electric wiring as follows : 
‘* The inspections show great defects in insulation, owing partly to the ordin- 
ary methods of fastening conductors, also to the breaking off or loosening of 
fastenings, slacking of wires and mechanical injury to, in many cases, the best 
kind of covering on wires.” That these faults may be obviated is now ad- 
mitted. The wires should be run in ducts or conduits, as is done by the 
Interior Conduit and Insulation Company under its excellent system, say such 
eminent men as Thomas A, Edison, Professor Elihu Thomson and all the 
prominent electrical authorities. This method solves all difficulties, electric- 
ally as well as many others met by architects and builders in construction, 


AUTOMATIC SPRINKLER NOTES. 


—Mr. Thompson of the Buell automatic sprinkler will shortly make a tour 
of the South and West, to close some large contracts in those sections. 


—F. H. Porter, chief inspector of the San Francisco Fire Underwriters 
Inspection Bureau, in his report for the six months ending June 30, 1890 
shows that inspections were made of 10,601 buildings. The total number of 
changes secured was 2558. 


—A new automatic sprinkler company hails from Philadelphia and is called 
the Reliance, a very appropriate title. The company manufactures, in addi- 
tion to automatic sprinklers, fire apparatus generally. The offices are at 429 
Walnut street, in charge of Samuel Faith, manager. 


—No less an authority than Edward Atkinson says there are some admitted 
difficulties in placing automatic sprinklers for the protection of buildings to 
which high-tension electric currents are admitted, lest the water itself should 
make cross-arcs on which the high-tension current of electricity might be 
spread, 


—The new Nagle automatic sprinkler has its solder joint covered with a 
mixture of beeswax and rosin to protect it against acid fumes. By an admir- 
able arrangement of the inner and outer parts the sprinkler, to quote Mr. 
Nagle, ‘‘has neither a dust pocket on the outside nor a mud pocket on the 
inside of the pipe.” 

—The Fidelity and Casualty Company will discontinue the. automatic 
sprinkler business under its employers’ liability department, August 1. The 
company’s experience with this class of business, though limited, has been 
profitable, and it is the opinion of not a few that a company organized to 
insure against water damage exclusively, could be made a success, provided it 
embraced the whole country or so much of it as contains sprinkled risks within 
its scope. A Lloyds for this purpose is in process of organization and several 
attempts have been made to form stock companies, but so far little has been ac- 
complished. It is understood that the reason why the Fidelity and Casualty 
Company decided to drop this class of business was lack of time and oppor- 


AGENCY APPOINTMENTS. 
—W. S. Burrill, agent for the North British and Mercantile, at Lynn, Mass. 
—W. H. Blakeley, agent for the Kenton of Covington, at Bowling Green, Ky. 
—J. Newton Joy, special agent at Kingston, Ont., of the Sun Life of Montreal. 
ee E. Gage, agent for the Union Mutual Life of Maine, at Stoughton, 
ass, 


—Mr. O'Donnell, general agent of the Confederation Life of Toronto, at Peter- 
boro, Ont. 

—H. A. Holmes of Detroit, manager of the Union Mutual Life of Portland, 
Me., for Michigan. 

—George O. Carpenter & Son, agents of the Scottish Union and National, for 
Boston and vicinity. 


—Henry Josling Clarke, agency superintendent for the English branch of the 
Mutual Lite of New York. 


—Simon Sturm, — for the Imperial of London and Anglo-Nevada, at Cincin- 
nati, succeeding A. Mayer. 


—J.M. Crane, general agent of the Pacific Mutual Life for Ohio and West Vir- 
ginia, with headquarters at Cincinnati. 


—Farnsworth & Blumberg of San Francisco, general agents of the Allemannia 
and German of Pittsburgh, and Hekla of St. Paul. 


—Mr. McArthur, general agent in the counties of Hastings, Prince Edward, and 
Lennox and Addington, Ont., for the New York Life, with headquarters at Belle- 
ville. 








Sr 








THE SPECTATOR. 





[ Thurs 











Higency Wants. 


Prominent Agents and Brokers. 








————_—__. 








LIVE INSURANCE MAN OF EXPERIENCE AND 
with a satisfactory record, solicits correspondence with some first-class Life Company 
(old line) regarding the General Agency for Maryland and Virginia. 
Address ** FIELDING,” 
, Care Tue Sprecrator, 
No. 14 Cortlandt Street, 
New York. 


ANTED, BY THE CONNECTICUT GENERAL 

Life Insurance Company of Hartford, Conn., as District Agents, energetic, reli- 

able men, who can and will personally secure application for insurance. Address, with 
reference and experience (if any), the COMPANY, at Hartford, Conn 


ANTED.—GENERAL AND SPECIAL AGENTS 
in New York, Pennsylvania and New Jersey, by the Brooklyn Life Insurance 
Company. This company is of the best ‘repute, and easy to work, and its TERM RATES are 


a special feature. Apply at the offices, 
™ 51 LIBERTY STREET, New York Ciry. 





Taw ss a 
You Will Make a Mistake if You Do 


TAKE AN AGENCY FOR ANY LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY UNTIL 
YOU HAVE SEEN THE NEW, CONCISE, INCONTESTABLE 
POLICY wuicu 


THE HOME LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 


COMMENCED WRITING JUNE ISsT. 
THE OLD HOME HAS GONE TO THE FRONT. 
For information as to Terms and Territory, which are open 
for General Agents, apply to 
EDGAR H. KELLOGG, Sup'’t, 
CHICAGO, ILL. 


GOOD AGENTS WANTED 
TO WORK THE 


RENEWABLE TERM PLAN 


——WHICH IS 


The SAFEST, the CHEAPEST, and the FAIREST contract 
of Life Insurance attainable. 


PROVIDENT SAVINGS LIFE ASSURANCE SOCIETY, 


Home Office, 120 Broadway, N. Y. 
WM. E. STEVENS, Sec. SHEPPARD HOMANS, Pres 


INSURANCE MEN. 


Contracts of a solid nature on a renewal basis to 
“Insurance Men” to represent the Fidelity Mutual Life 
Association in New York City and Hudson River towns. 


Address 
S. M. DAVIS, Metropolitan Manager, 


Room 38, No. 13 Park Row, 


Office Hours,-12 to 1 P, M. NEW YoRE. 





EHM & VAN DEINSE, INSURANCE AGENTS 
and Brokers, Indianapolis, Ind. Insurance effected in any part of the United 
States. Correspondence solicited. Applications for the German Insurance 1 Savings 


Institution of Quincy, IIl., should be referred to this office. 





T. WOOD, INSURANCE AGENT AND BROKER, 
e 9 Mack Block, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Ample facilities for placing surplus lines in 
responsible companies. Correspondence solicited. 





CuHarcLes TREDICK. ESTABLISHED 1869. W. C. Bennerr. 
HARLES TREDICK & CO., INSURANCE AGENTS 


and Brokers, 339 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. Special attention given to 
placing Surplus lines. 





E. LOWE, FIRE INSURANCE AGENCY, 


e No. 66 Pine Street, New York. Special facilities for placing large lines. Equita- 
ble rates. Reliable companies. 





OHN I. COVINGTON, INSURANCE BROKER, 
45 BROADWAY, -. - - - - - NEW YORK. 





GENERAL AGENCY FOR TEXAS 








OF 


HE MANHATTAN LIFE INS. CO. OF NEW YORK 
THE FIDELITY AND CASUALTY CO. OF NEW YORK. 


Good active pushing agents wanted, liberal terms to the right men. 


Address I. REINHARDT & SON, 


Dallas or Galveston, Texas. 


NDERSON & STANTON, GENERAL INSURANCE 


Agents, 157 Broadway, N. Y. Correspondence solicited from responsible Agents. 








JAMES M. LEwis, 


INSURANCE. 


BROEEBR, AGENT AND ADIJIUSTER 
Of Fire Losses for Insurance Companies only. 


67 Liberty Street, - = New York. 
Licensed by N. Y. Insurance Dzpartment to deal with Non-Admitted Companies. 





THE ONLY OFFICE PLACING SURPLUS LINES EXCLUSIVELY. 


M. DOWNING, 


INSURANCE BROKER, 297 BULLITT BUILDING, PHILADELPHIA 


Correspondence solicited with responsible agents everywhere. 
References: German Fire Insurance Company, City Trust Safe Deposit and Surety 


Company, etc. 


— COLUMBUS FIRE INS. BROKERAGE CO., 
Ww. P. BLOOM & CO., Managers, 
Room 22, Boarp or TravE Bui_pinGc, Co_umsus, Onio, 


Special facilities for placing Excess and Surplus lines in reliable Companies. 


ELSON & RAINE, GENERAL INSURANCE 
Agents, and managers for New York Life, for Arkansas and West Tennessee, They 
can give one or two life specials a promising opening. 
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Prominent Agents and Brokers at Chicago. 


J. W. Batcu, 
Pres’t. 





BOYLSTON OF BOSTON, 


ASSETS, $909,878.00. 


W, GLOVER, 
CAPITAL, $557,200.00. 
GENERAL AGENT. 


EDWIN C. LEWIS, - - 


No, 161 La Salle St., Chicago, Ill. 





— 


Wa. C. MAGILL. 


_ & CHAMBERLIN, 


Successors to Magill, Eastman & Co., 


J. H. CHamBertin. 


INSURANCE AGENTS 


Chicage, 


S, W. Cor. La Salle and Madison Streets, - AS ae pe 


— & WM. A. GOODMAN, 


Insurance Agents, 
142 AND 144 LA SALLE STREET, 


CHICAGO, - - < - " i ILL. 








T. H. Wepster. E. N. WILey. HouLcer DE Rooper. C. P. JENNINGS. 


EBSTER, WILEY & DE ROODE, SUCCESSORS 

to S. M. Moore & Co., 168 and 170 La Salle Street, Chicago. Lion Fire Insurance 

Co., London, Eng.; Providence-Washington Insurance Cc., Providence, R. I.; Amazon 
Insurance Co., Cincinnati, O.; Southern California Insurance Co., Los Angeles, Cal. 





W. BROWN, FIRE INSURANCE BROKER, 


° 504 and 506 The Rookery, Chicago. Reference, Chicago National Bank. 


T. MARSHALL & CO., FIRE INSURANCE, 
e 33 and 35 Major Block, No. 149 La Salle Street, Chicago. Special facilities for 
placing large lines on all classes of insurable property. 





Geo. W. MonTGompBry. M. L. C. FunkHouser. 


EO. W. MONTGOMERY & CO., INSURANCE 

Agency, 177 La Salle St., Chicago, Ill. Agents for American Ins. Co., Newark ; 

Firemens Ins. Co., Newark; Standard Fire Ins. Co., New York; Fidelity and Casualty 
Co., New York. Fire, Plate Glass, Bonds of Suretyship. Telephone 303. 





DOLPH LOEB & SON, INSURANCE AGENCY, 

170 La Salle St., Chicago. Royal Insurance Co., of Liverpool; Rochester German 

Insurance Co., of Rochester, N. Y.; Lloyds Plate Glass Insurance Co., of New York ; 
Peoples Insurance Co., of New York ; German Fire Insurance Co., of Pittsburgh. 





EsTas.isHeD A. D, 186s. 


A. LOWELL & CO., INSURANCE. 


. Room sc, 1§9 La Salle Street, Chicago, III. 


A$ Ress) Rae 


FIRE UNDERWRITER, 
220 La Salle Street, , - 





CHICAGO, 





PRINCIPAL OFFICES: 


EQUITABLE BUILDING, 


120 BROADWAY, 
NEW YORK. 


SS 
= 
——_> 


CREESTT 





H Cash Capital, - $500,000 





WILLIAM K. Lorurop, - Pres 
WILLIAM E. MIpG_Ley, Vice-Pres. 


VINCENT R. SCHENCK, - Sec’y. 





THE GRINNELL 
Automatic Sprinkler. 


Boru WET AND Dry SYSTEMS. 


After six years’ extensive use the GRINNELL is known and acknowledged to 
be the only absolutely water-tight and reliable sprinkler. 


For INFORMATION AND ProposaLs, ApPLy TO 


Providence Steam and Gas Pipe Company 


Providence, R. I. 


BosTon OFFICE, 173 Devonshire St. CHICAGO OFFICE, 115 Monroe St, 





Automatic Fire Alarm and Extinguisher Co. (Limited), 


413 Broadway, New York. Philadelphia Office, 49 South Fourth St. 
Pittsburgh, 64 Fifth Avenue. 


INCORPORATED IN 1865. 


CERMAN 


INSURANCE COMPANY, 
FREEPORT, ILL. 


... .. $200,000.00 
1,796,607.84 
456,013.25 
2,452,621.09 


Cash Capital 

CAR ccc cccncivicee ss ovovee 
Net Surplus 

Assets, January 1, 1890. 


WM. TREMBOR, Secretary. M. HETTINGER, President 





—- TH E —— 


Employers’ Liability Assurance Corp’n, 


LIMITED, OF LONDON, ENGLAND. 
The original and Leading Liability Company of the World. 


DEPOSITED IN UNITED STATES, $700,000.00. 





Policies issued giving full protection to Employers against lossby claims from 
Employees on account of Accidents. 
Employers with pay rolls of $103,000,000.00 already covered in the 
United States. Also, insures Owners of Buildings for a nominal 
Premium against Claims and Lawsuits arising from 


ELEVATOR ACCIDENTS. 


PREMIUMS INCLUDE INSPECTION. 





ENDICOTT & MACOMBER, - - 
Managers for the United States. 


Boston, Mass 





KIRBY & DWIGHT, General Agents for State of New York, 


51 CEDAR STREET, NEW YorK. 
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Good Active, Reliable Agents Wanted 
ATIONAL ACCIDENT SOCIETY 


NEW YORK CITY. 


Reliable Agents who can secure good risks will be given exclusive territory 
and ALLOWED A I.ARGE AND PERMANENT RENEWAL INTEREST on all their 
business. Apply at once to 

JOSEPH I. BARNUM, 
Secretary and General Manager, 
280 Broadway, New York City. 





HE PACIFIC MUTUAL LIFE INS. CO. 
OF SAN FRANCISCO, CAL. 
ORGANIZED 1868, 


LIFE and ACCIDENT INSURANCE 


Gro, A. Moors, Pres’t. Gro, W. Braver, Vice-Pres’t. 
J. N. Patron, Sec’y. Tuos. Bennet, Gen. Sup’t. 


Paid on account of Policyholders, - - over $4,000,000.00. 


The only Life Insurance Company in the United States whose Stockholders are Liable 
for the Debts of the Corporation. 


LIFE POLICIES UPON APPROVED FORMS, 
ACCIDENT POLICIES ARE WORLD-WIDE AND DEFINITE. 
LOW CASH RATES. NO ASSESSMENTS, 





SECURE ACCIDENT*INSURANCE AT ACTUAL CosT, 


MERICAN MUTUAL ACCIDENT 


ASSOCIATION 
OF NASHVILLE, - - TENN. 
: OFFICERS: 
Grorce M. Fackson...----- of Orr, Jackson & Co., President. 
Cuas. S, CLaRK...--- Vice-President and Director of Agencies. 
W. F. Bana, Jr., Ass’t Cashier First Nat'l Bank.... Treasurer. 
W. J. JOunetGi. ..62..06060<2 Secretary and General Manager. 





General and Local Agents Wanted. . 
LIBERAL TERMS TO GOOD AGENTS. 





ORTH PACIFIC INSURANCE CoO. 
OF TACOMA, WASH. 


Subscribed Capital, $500,000. Paid in Capital, $125,000. 


The Stockholders of this Company comprise over sixty of the leading busi- 
ness nen of Tacoma, 
Surplus lines written on acceptable risks. 
Applications for insurance and for statements and lists of stockholders must 
be addressed to 
E. T. MARSHALL & CO., 


149 La Salle Street, Chicago. 





SSOCIATED FACTORY MUTUAL 
INSURANCE COMPANIES, SOUTH. 
COMPOSED OF MANUFACTURERS MUTUAL FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY OF 
LOuISvVILLE, Ky. 
MUTUAL FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY OF KENTUCKY. 
WALTER P. DICKERSON, - - . General Fire Manager. 


Office, Tyler Building, cor. Sixth and Main Sts., Louisville, Ky. 





The Associated Factory Mutual Insurance Companies, South, are prepared 
to consider applications for Insurance on strictly ‘‘ SURPLUS” lines, when 
full particulars and diagram of the risk accompany the application, together 
with a list of the other companies on, and the full tariff rate is offered. 








“= Spriné-Garden 

Insurance Company, 

421 Watnut Srreer. 
PHILADELPHIA 





SINCE 1835. 


NELSON F. EVANS, President 
GEORGE B. ARMITAGE, Secretary. 


COMMERCIAL UNION — 


ASSURANCE CO., LIMITED, 
OF LONDON 








OFFICE : 


Cor. Pine & William Sts., 
NEw York. 


E, F. Spence, President. 
OUTHERN CALIFORNIA INS. CO. 
LOS ANGELES, CAL. 


Main Business Office, 405 California St., San Francisco, Cal. 


D. E. Migs, Secretary, 





I NN MNS idea gab areerewiny poner ann annie pagan $200,000,00 
a ccc uuen ante cites wees enue seciieeeaikies mh hem een ees 318, 333,00 
Losses in process of adjustment, and all other liabilities......... 110,841.00 


Surplus as regards policyholders.........2csscccscvcsecsccvceses 299,058,00 





Parks & Scuumarp, Gen'l Agts, Dallas, Tex. A. W. Hart, Gen’! Agt, Louisville, Ky 


Wesster, Witsy & De Roope, General Agents, Chicago, III. 








THe 


ANUFACTURERS AND MERCHANTS 
MUTUAL INSURANCE COMPANY, 
ROCKFORD, - - = = ILLINOIS. 
January 1, 1890. 


Assets, $300,439.93. Net Cash Surplus, $33,375.00. 
Surplus as regards Policyholders, $266,703.50. 


DIRECTORS. 
HENRY W. PRICE, President Rockford Watch Company-..........----- ROCKFORD. 
LEVI RHOADES, khoades, Utter & Co., Paper Manufacturers. -_......- ROCKFORD. 
JOHN G. CHICK, Forest City and Reaper City Mills.............-...---- ROCKFORD, 
PETER SAMES, Lectesiand tnaiemens EASE ROCKFORD, 
S. B. WILKINS, President S. B. Wilkins Company ...........-....------- ROCKFORD. 
S. A. JOHNSON, Johnson & Wanstrom, Clothiers.................--.---- ROCKFORD 
oe . McCUTCHAN, Cashier People’s Bank..........- ROCKFORD 





H 
O. WORMWOOD, Real Estate and Money Broker 
GEORGE 5S. ROPER, Secretary, ROCKFORD. ILL. 


| aS 
J 2 
Pa. 
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METROPOLITAN 
Plate Glass 


INSURANCE COMPANY 


OF NEW YORK. 
July 1, 1890. 


Assets, se © $332,208 
Capital & Net Surrlus. 211,620 


<- Henry Harreau .----- ------- President 

Danie. D, Wuirtney.---- Vice-President 

Eucene H. WINSLOW-.-------- Secretary 
PRINCIPAL OFFICE, | 1. 

No. 66 Liberty Street, New York City. 
- oun P. Camppe tt, Gen. Agt., 

mw No. z La Salle Street, Chicago 
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HENIX INSURANCE COMPANY 
OF BROOKLYN, N. Y. 


Insures against Losses by Fire, Windstorms, Tornadoes, Cyclones and Lightning. 


NEW YORK OFFICES, 195 BROADWAY. 
CASH CAPITAL, 


$4,781,255.65 
393791334-58 


Gross Assets, December 31, 1889 
Liabilities 


Surplus as to Policyholders $z,401,921.07 


Losses paid since organization $37,720,621.60 


NGLO-NEVADA 
ASSURANCE CORPORATION 


Or San Francisco, Cat. 

LOUIS SLOSS, President. WM. MACDONALD, Vice-President. 
Z. P. CLARK, Secretary. J. B. LEVISON, Marine Secretary. 
DIRECTORS: 

J. L. Flood, W. F. Whittier, 

]. W. Mackay, E. E. Eyre, 

W. H. Dimond, 

DAVID IL. KIRBY, Manager, 51 Cepar Street, New York. 
New York, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Delaware, Maryland and District of Columbia. 
S. T. COLLINS, Manager Western Branch, Rialto Building, Chicago, IIL. 


Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Kansas, Nebraska, Ohio, Wiscon- 
sin, Dakota, Kentucky, Tennessee and West Virginia, 


W. S. Hobart, 


Louis Sloss, Wm. Macdonald, 
M, H. Hecht, 


J. B. Haggin, J. F. Bigelow, 








HE UNION MUTUAL ACCIDENT 
. ASSOCIATION, 


Ss. W. Corner La Salle and Adams Streets, 
CHICAGO. 


The Largest, Most Progressive, and the Best Accident Company 
ever Organized in the West. 


GOOD CONTRACTS MADE WITH FIRST-CLASS MEN. 


Ex-Gov. JOHN M HAMILTON, Pres, T. N. McCAULEY, Sec. and Gen. Man. 


HE HARTFORD LIFE AND ANNUITY 
INSURANCE COMPANY. 
OF HARTFORD, CONN. 


H. A. WHITMAN, Pres, STEPHEN BALL, Sec’y. 





OPERATES THE VERY’ LiserAL AND EASILY SOLICITED PLan, En- 
TITLED, SAFETY FUND SYSTEM: ‘THE Best PURE LIFE 
INSURANCE OFFERED. 


A FEW FIRST-CLASS SPECIAL AND GENERAL AGENTS WANTED. 


LIBERAL COMPENSATION 10 SUCCESSFUL MEN. SALARY OR COMMISSION, 
Address A. T. SMITH, Sup ’t of Agencies, Hartford, Conn, 








S. T. Josseryn, Sec. 
H, W. Yares, Treas. 


HE OMAHA FIRE INSURANCE CoO. 
OF OMAHA, NEB. 
Paid Up Capital, - - - $100,000. 


A. J. PoprpLeton, Pres, 
J. J. Brown, Vice-Pres. 


A Solid Nebraska Company. 


FIRE, LIGHTNING AND TORNADO INSURANCE: 


DIRECTORS. 


J. J. Brown, 
S. T. Jossetyn 


A. J. Popp.eton, C. D. Woopwortn, 
J. H. Mitrarp. 


Wa. WaALLAceE. 


J. W. GANnetT. 
H. W. YarEs. 
N. A. Kuun. 


J. S. Cotuins, 
E. L. Stone. 


ERNON INS. AND TRUST COMPANY 
OF INDIANAPOLIS. 


CAPITAL, - =+«= #« «= = 
AND 


INDIANA INSURANCE COMPANY 


OF INDIANAPOLIS. 


$150,000, 


McGILLIARD & DARK, General Agents, 
INDIANAPOLIS, - - - - - - - INDIANA 





HE ONTARIO MUTUAL ACCIDENT 


ASSOCIATION 
OF NEW YORK CITY, 


Wants a Few 


GOOD SOLICITORS. 


THE SAFesTt, CHEAPEST, AND FAIREST ACCIDENT INSURANCE OFFERED. 
Address, 
ALBERT LUPTON, Secretary, 


234 Broapway, New York City. 





ORTH PACIFIC INSURANCE CO. 
OF TACOMA, WASH. 


Subscribed Capital, $500,000. Paid in Capital, $125,000. 


The Stockholders of this Company comprise over sixty of the leading busi- 


ness nen of Tacoma, 
Surplus lines written on acceptable risks. 
Applications for insurance and for statements and lists of stockholders must 


be addressed to 
E. T. MARSHALL & CO., 


149 La Salle Street, Chicago. 





INTERIOR CONDUIT & INSULATION CoO. 


A NEW DEPARTURE IN 


INSULATION. 


INTERIOR CONDUITS. 


Indorsed by the Leading Boards of Fire Underwriters, Electric Light Companies, Wiring Contractors, Architects and Builders, Personally 
indorsed by Thomas A. Edison, Prof. Elihu Thomson and other leading electrical authorities. 


Absolute immunity from Hlectric Fires. 


Concealed wires always accessible. 


For Catalogues, Price Lists and General Information, address 


INTERIOR CONDUIT & 


16 and 18 Broad Street, New York. 


INSULATION COMPANY, 


EDWARD H. JOHNSON, President. 
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TIME-TRIED AND FIRE-TESTED. 


oo INSURANCE COMPANY 
OF HARTFORD, CONN. 


Capital all paid i ~ eiiimiabitsaddiranttaersencebaadushuskeyaecaradal $2,000,000,00 
Assets Janua’ 1890 59305,004.23 
Surplus over all liabilities, inc luding reinsurance 1,301,235.39 





Ii. KELLOGG, President. J. H. MITCHELL, 2d Vice-Pres, 
D, W. C. SKILTON, Vice-President. GEO. H. BURDICK, Secretary. 
CHAS. E. GALACAR, Ass’t Secretary. 


H, M. MAGILL, General Agent. THEO, F. SPEAR, Asst. General Agent. 
Western and Southern Department, Cincinnati, O, 





CONDENSED STATEMENT, JULY Ist, 1890, OF THE 


ENECA COUNTY MUTUAL INS. CO., 


TIFFIN, OHIO, 


Q. A. RANDALL, Pres. J. P. CHILDS, Sec’y. 


Assets 
TON SSRN, 56 ondevesernvewca ee cepecevactess $25,696.26 
POONER AUN GUOE DOCG oo 6 cc sciscicccctncesccsvetecovssves 4°7,999.55 
ee Pere ee eee eee eee eee eee . $433,695.81 
Liabilities 

Losses Duc and Unpaid... ..cccccccccovcccccccoces NONE. 

Pe INNER oii4s- coon 24d 6Vi0nd 6 scr acd te coess $475.49 

Reserve for Losses adjusted and in course of Adjustment .8,500.10 
OTs MOUENTOIG igo. 60 0.050 b06H.0 040 sa dap erwosese $8, 975. 59 
PO MO irvxad bergen ieee 09-00 s40nds 460 es AdaeES “Fa24, 720.22 


Gain in Assets since Sanwary 1, 1890, $158,191.82. 





THE PIONEER OF INDUSTRIAL INSURANCE. 


HE PRUDENTIAL INSURANCE CoO. 
OF AMERICA. 
Home OFrFicE, NEWARK, N. J. 


JOHN F. DRYDEN, - - ° - ° - PRESIDENT. 
iciineatinscapense aperitndendtAnesse Sbdtne denen dusddhenescescuwuseee $3,024,205.c6 
i icciudadhousdiicqutedesparwgiees uyerss/ Culendousscrnenesesbeewceusess 1,071,065.06 
Paden nnddaseuensdesdneneddetreneseddppeubenwenssewsrweeres dees 4,601,298.00 


689,245 POLICIES ISSUED DURING 1889. 


$1,327,856.17 PAID IN DEATH CLAIMS DURING 1889. 


It has issued nearly 3,500,000 of policies, and the total death claims paid 
amount to $5,202,333.34. Reliable agents wanted. 


INCORPORATED 1832. 


HE FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY OF 
THE COUNTY OF PHILA. 
OFFICE, 110 South Fourth St. 





Cash Capital, - - - - - - - $400,000.00 
Assets, Jan. 1, 1890, - - - - - 855,595.00 
Net Surplus, - - - - - =- - 158,120.00 


JAMES N. STONE, President. 
JACOB NAYLOR, Vice-President, 
CHARLES R. PECK, Secretary and Treasurer, 
FRANK M. CRITTENDEN, Ass’t Secretary. 





ee SOLICITORS WANTED! 


It will pay you to learn the Commissions Paid to good Agents by 


—THE— 


NEW YORK ACCIDENT INSURANCE CO. 


BEFORE YOU TAKE HOLD OF ANY OTHER COMPANY, 


The Best Company! The Best Policy ! The Best Agents! 


Address, CHARLES T. HOPPER, Secretary, 


a6 BROADWAY, NEW York. 





O RELIABLE ACTIVE AGENTS: 
Goop TERRITORY IN INDIANA, MissouRI, NORTH CAROLINA, KEN- 
TUCKY, ALABAMA, MINNESOTA AND NEW YORK. 
First-Class Remunerative Commission Contracts to the Right Men. 
Expenses Guaranteed while Establishing Agencies. 
CHARTERED BY THE STATE OF CONNECTICUT. 


For full particulars address 


THE CONNECTICUT INDEMNITY ASSOCIATION, 


Waterbury, Connecticut. 


V. L. Sawyer, President. E. A. Wricut, Secretary. 





LLOYDS PLATE GLASS INS. C0. 


Cor. William and Cedar Streets, New York. 











‘*There’s many a slip.” 
times expensive ones, Lloyds policies are cheap in comparison, 








Pails, Brushes, Cans, Tumblers, etc., are some- 





E. F. Spence, President. D. E. Mivss, Secretary. 


OUTHERN CALIFORNIA INS. CO. 
LOS ANGELES, CAL. 
Main Business Office, 405 California St., San Francisco, Cal. 


RUN ROTM SNE MID iin c cswccns dew oantinerceetsseasedavesd $200,000.00 
NG St kai wile taide a pal ae das wake ns aded cane nG caaaadae ae 318, 333,00 
Losses in process of adjustment, and all other liabilities......... 110,841.00 
Surplus as regards policyholders. 60.00.0sscscccaveesscsecessces 299, 058,00 


Parxs & Scuumarp, Gen’! Agts, Dallas, Tex. A. W. Hart, Gen’! Agt, Louisville, Ky 


Wesster, Witzy & De Roops, General Agents, Chicago, Ill. 


ERMANIA FIRE INSURANCE CO. 
OF NEW YORK. 


STATEMENT, JANUARY st, 1890. 











ASSETS. 

er eae 
Reserve for Reinsurance. .............---.---.- 
Reserve for Losses under adjustment 
NE LLL TO 
SPD Sita Mende mhcepedsns txbessnectewnwssedembedentoductesadeteesners 

Total - = 
Increase in Assets during the year...........--------------------------+-----°° c 
Increase in Keinsurance Reserve Gums (Ee rer sone 
Gain in Surplus during the year............-..... 31,618.42 


RUDOLPH GARRIGUE, President. “HUGO "SCHUMANN, “Vice-President 
CHARLES RUYKHAVER, Secretary, 









